




















Who is the course for?





If you have done well in GCSE Dance, and have a strong interest in the subject, and enjoy being creative you have the skills to succeed.  Above all, you should have a real interest in performing, choreographing and appreciating professional dance works. It will allow you to go into further education and undertake a number of different courses that can lead to careers relating to dance such as performer or choreographer.








What are the entry requirements?





Grade C or above at GCSE Dance, however if you have not studied Dance but you have an aptitude for the subject you may have the basic skills to succeed.  (Each case will be individually reviewed). 








What will I study?





The AS course looks at solo choreography, performance of choreography, performance within a duo/ trio, dance training, technique, health and safety of the dancer, analysis of choreography and performance within professional repertoire.


At A2, the focus is on group choreography, study of a specific area of dance (modern, ballet or jazz), performance skills related to one of the areas of study, training, technique and health and safety of the dancer and the analytical study of one set work and the and its cultural and artistic context.
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AS Dance





Unit 1: Understanding Dance                  40% (20% of total A-Level)





You will be working on your knowledge and understanding of performance and choreography and the ability to recognise the


significance of the outcome (own work and professional repertoire). The subject content of this unit links directly to the practical presentations of Unit 2.





Unit 2: Choreography and Performance             60% (30% of total A-Level)


Experience of choreography and performance through technical classes, own work and professional repertoire. A question paper will be given to you the end of the Christmas term, giving you a choice of choreography questions.





A2 Dance





Unit 3: Dance Appreciation                                                           25%





You will study one set work and investigate one area of study from Ballet, Modern or Jazz. The three areas of study for examination 2010–2012 are: Diaghilev’s Ballets Russes 1909–1929; Modern Dance in Britain 1965–1985; Dance in the American Musicals of the 1930s and 1940s. 





Unit 4: Group Choreography and Solo Performance                25%





You will perform a solo piece in relation to a specific practitioner from one of the areas of study and choreograph a group piece.

















NICHOLAS BREAKSPEAR


CATHOLIC SCHOOL


SPORTS COLLEGE


PER TUAS SEMITAS





Dance


AS one year / A-Level two years














Studying Dance at A-Level





The course is designed to enable individuals to understand the history of dance and gain knowledge on the performer and the choreographer. You must have an interest in appreciation of professional dance works and extra curricular dance lessons would be beneficial to gain experience and develop movement ideas. You also need enthusiasm and commitment to enable you to create original and exciting work!








What can I do after completing the course?





A level Dance leads to a variety of courses; you can go into further education and study a dance based course at University or take a vocational dance course at College or Performing Arts Centre.  The course offers practical skills suitable for a variety of careers such as performers or choreographers.








Examination Board Website.





http://www.aqa.org.uk











Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School


Colney Heath Lane, St. Albans. AL4 0TT





Tel: 01727 860079


Fax: 01727 848912


Email: admin@nicholasbreakspear.herts.sch.uk





www.nicholasbreakspearschool.co.uk





NICHOLAS BREAKSPEAR


CATHOLIC SCHOOL


SPORTS COLLEGE


PER TUAS SEMITAS














