














Who is the course for?





If you have done well in German and you have a strong interest in the language itself, the German speaking countries, their culture and people and you enjoy researching into topics relating to Germany, Austria or Switzerland by reading magazines, newspapers and Internet pages, then this course is for you. Also, you will have the opportunity to do a 2 week work experience in a German hotel or school in Mainz. 





What are the entry requirements?





Average Point Score: 5.1


Grade C or above at GCSE German are essential, on the higher tier paper.





What will I study?





The course aims to encourage students to develop an interest in, and enthusiasm for, language learning, to communicate confidently for a range of purposes, to communicate with speakers of the language and develop awareness and understanding of the contemporary society, cultural background and heritage of countries and communities where German is spoken.  You will also consider the study of German in a broader context.





AS German


Unit 1: Spoken Expression and Response					30% / 15%


Students will develop language skills that enable them to communicate effectively and confidently on different issues and concerns, such as 


Youth culture and concerns (e.g. Music, Relationships, Drinks etc)


Lifestyle: health and fitness (e.g. Sport, Food and diet, Health Issues)


The world around us: Travel, Tourism, Environmental Issues and the German-speaking world (Travel and Transport, Weather, Natural Disasters, Pollution etc)


Education and employment (Schooling, Higher Education, Student Issues, The World of Work e.g)





For the exam, it is important that you choose a general topic area that appeals to you and that you are familiar with.


 


Oral exam: 8-10 minutes.  There are two sections. 


Section A: It requires the student to respond to 4 questions on a stimulus related to the student’s chosen general topic.


Section B: This is a discussion on the chosen general topic and its linked subheading, but moving away from the focus of the stimulus.


























Studying Biology at A-Level





What can I do after completing this course?
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Unit 2: Understanding and Written Response				70% / 35%


This unit also draws upon the above mentioned four general topic areas. It requires the student to understand and convey their understanding of German-language texts and recording. In addition, students will need to produce an essay to demonstrate an ability to manipulate the German language in continuous language.





Exam: 2 hrs 30 mins





Section A : Listening (a range of authentic recorded German-language material)  20 marks


Section B : Reading (authentic German-language printed material)		          20 marks


Section C : Writing (200-220 words in the form of a letter)			          30 marks





Students will have individual control over the pace of this examination, including the listening element. However, for practical reasons, they must start the listening section first and must complete this within the first 45 minutes. 





During the Lower Sixth Form, you will be able to take part in a 2 weeks work experience exchange with a German grammar school in Germany, Mainz. The work places will be a hotel or a Primary School / Nursery school in or near Mainz. You will also have the opportunity to get to know Mainz and other interesting places in the area, e.g. Frankfurt, Heidelberg or the famous Loreley Rock.


Also on the agenda is a German Skill Day in London





A2 German





Unit 3: Understanding and Spoken Response			35% / 17.5%


Oral exam: 11-13 minutes


Students are invited to present, discuss and take a clear stance on any issue of their choice. They may take into the examination a brief written statement to which they may refer during the test.





Unit 4: Research, Understanding and Written Response   	65% / 32.5%


To the General Topic Areas above, the following topics will be added:


Customs, traditions, beliefs and religions


National and international events: past, present and future


Literature and the arts


Students will be expected to undertake in-depth study and research, analyse their research, give their opinions and justify them in response to an Edecxel-set essay title.





Duration of Exam: 2 hrs 30 minutes


1. Translation from English into German 		10 marks


2. Discursive or creative essay of 240-270 words	45 marks


3. Research/based essay of 240-270 words		45 marks
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The Research-based-essay gives the student the freedom to choose an area of particular interest to him/her, e.g. a film, book, geographical area, historic event or personality etc.





Studying German at A-Level.





During this course you will extend and develop our knowledge of the grammar and vocabulary of German and will use this to speak write, read and listen to the language.


In addition, you will learn how to


be an effective communicator


speak and write the language in a range of different situations and for different purposes


use German to express facts and ideas


use the language to present explanations, opinions and information


develop an argument 


analyse and evaluate in speech and in writing


You will also go on a German Topic Day in London during the year.





Assessment objectives and weightings.


								% in AS	% in A2	% in GCE


AO1 - 	Understand and respond, in speech 			40%		25%		32.5%


  	and writing, to spoken language


AO2 - 	Understand and respond, in speech 			35%		50%		42.5%


          	and writing, to written language


AO3 - 	Show knowledge of and apply accurately 		25%		25%		25%


           	the grammar and syntax prescribed in the 


           	specification					Total 	100%		100%		100%








What can I do after completing the course?


A Level German will allow you to go into further education, knowing that a foreign language will be a great asset to many university courses, such as International business with languages and many more.





Examination Board Website.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.edecxel.org.uk" ��www.edecxel.org.uk�





























Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School


Colney Heath Lane, St. Albans. AL4 0TT





Tel: 01727 860079


Fax: 01727 848912


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:admin@nicholasbreakspear.herts.sch.uk" ��admin@nicholasbreakspear.herts.sch.uk�





www.nicholasbreakspearschool.co.uk
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