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The Diploma in ICT





What is a Diploma?


The Diploma uniquely combines essential skills and knowledge, hands-on experience and employer based learning, to prepare a young person for work or further study.





Diplomas will offer a mix of theoretical and practical learning, including functional English, mathematics and ICT and the opportunity to develop a specialism or undertake complementary study.





Why do a Diploma?


Diplomas offer students a fully rounded education to equip them with the skills, knowledge and understanding to go into further or higher education and employment. Today both education and employment need students and employees who have broad skills and knowledge that they are able to apply in a practical way. The Diploma draws on different ways of teaching and different styles of learning so that


individuals meet these expectations.





What is in the Diploma?


The Diploma is a flexible qualification that combines theoretical and practical learning with 'functional skills' in English, mathematics and ICT. It also provides the opportunity for learners to incorporate other courses of study such as vocational qualifications, GCSEs and A levels. 





There is a vital work experience element in Diplomas so that learning through doing is increasingly taken into the workplace. This will help ensure a sound understanding of an area of employment. Learners will have the opportunity to develop personal learning and thinking skills, to develop skills such as team working and the vital communication skills they will need for life and work.





A Diploma project will enable the learner to develop their ability to learn independently and broaden their sector related understanding by engaging in an investigative piece of work  It is important that there is a range of rigorous learning options for all those young people progressing from school or college to training, higher or further education.  GCSEs and A levels offer one route, many Advanced Apprentices go on to higher education and Diplomas will offer another dynamic option.





What will a student do when they have completed a Diploma?


A Diploma prepares students for employment or for training, higher or further education by developing a sound understanding of how a sector works, experience in that sector and its economic importance. It will give students an insight in to what occupation, future training or learning they may wish to take up. 





Who should do a Diploma?


Diplomas will appeal to students who want to work in different environments by giving them the opportunity to learn in other schools, colleges and work places. Employers will offer students practical work-related learning within industrial standard facilities.





The level 3 Diploma will appeal to high achievers who need an education programme that nurtures their talents and also offers them the opportunity to develop wider skills for the workplace such as team work, communications and the interpersonal skills that enable all people to achieve in life and work. It will also provide a clear progression route to higher education.
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What does the Diploma offer employers?


The Diploma is a employer-designed and supported qualification that will be available as an entitlement in all 14 employment sectors by 2013. Employers will be actively involved in shaping the skills and work experiences of young people. The Diplomas offer a very real chance for employers to contribute to the education of potential employees, making a positive impact on their local community and raising skills in England.





Functional skills


What are functional skills?


Functional skills are practical skills in English, Information and Communication Technology (ICT) and Mathematics, that allow individuals to work confidently, effectively and independently in life. 





How are functional skills assessed?


Functional skills are practical skills in English, Information and Communication Technology (ICT) and Mathematics, that allow individuals to work confidently, effectively and independently in life. 





How does the ICT Diploma Work?


The students will study approximately 15 Hours a week learning over two years.  This will be divided up between principal learning (7.5 hours a week), functional skills (English & Maths—2.5 hours), work experience and (5 hours) additional specialist learning of the students choice.


Students will be work between two institutions (Oaklands College & Nicholas Breakspear TBC) during Diploma days to ensure they get the best possible access to facilities and expertise for the different teaching units.  The Diploma days will be structured to ensure the best possible deal for the students.


Additional/specialist learning


The learners are allocated five hours per week additional time to study an additional AS level or similar level course that relates to individual needs, interests and aspirations.  A list of additional specialist learning will be made available shortly by the St Albans Partnership Group.
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Online learning





Most of the Diploma teaching is going to be carried out through cutting edge ‘Online Learning’ technology which has the following features. Nicholas Breakspear currently uses ‘Moodle’ technology which is constantly being developed for the school.  Students will be able to access this using wireless technology in the Business environment that the Diploma is going to be delivered in.


Learning is self-paced and gives students a chance to speed up or slow down as necessary


Learning is self-directed, allowing students to choose content and tools appropriate to their differing interests, needs, and skill levels


Accommodates multiple learning styles using a variety of delivery methods geared to different learners; more effective for certain learners


Designed around the learner


Geographical barriers are eliminated, opening up broader education options


24/7 accessibility makes scheduling easy and allows a greater number of people to attend classes


On-demand access means learning can happen precisely when needed


Travel time and associated costs (parking, fuel, vehicle maintenance) are reduced or eliminated


Overall student costs are frequently less (tuition, residence, food, child care)


Potentially lower costs for companies needing training, and for the providers


Fosters greater student interaction and collaboration


Fosters greater student/instructor contact


Enhances computer and Internet skills


Draws upon hundreds of years of established pedagogical principles


Has the attention of every major university in the world, most with their own online degrees, certificates, and individual courses





Find out more information about the Diploma by visiting





http://www.helpyouchoose.org/diploma/





http://yp.direct.gov.uk/diplomas/subjects/Information_Technology/





http://www.e-skills.com/diploma
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Colney Heath Lane, St. Albans. AL4 0TT





Tel: 01727 860079


Fax: 01727 848912


Email: admin@nicholasbreakspear.herts.sch.uk





www.nicholasbreakspearschool.co.uk
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