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A2 Unit 3  Key Themes in Political Analysis


25% of total A Level marks. Written exam 1 hour 30 minutes. 


Unit 3 Exam; three short answer questions from a choice of five, and one essay question from a choice of three





This unit includes:


Global Politics


Political Theory


Sovereignty


Globalisation


World Order


International Organisations, including the U.N., IMF, WTO, NATO, et al


The EU





Expectations of students


Students will be expected to develop an interest in national and international politics by following a wide variety of news sources, reading articles from International Relations magazines and websites, using a variety of text books, and discussing current political events. Full attendance and completion of homework is taken as a basic requirement along with 5 hours private study per week.





What can this course lead to?


Government and Politics can be used in a wide range of careers.  A qualification in Government and Politics shows an analytical mind, which is useful in careers such as law, politics, accountancy, media, journalism, many jobs in organizations such as the UN and the EU, and public relations.  It is a qualification readily accepted as a demanding academic A Level by Universities and Colleges.





Government and Politics


AS one year / A-Level two years





AS Government and Politics


Who is the course for? 


The course is for students who enjoy politics and current affairs. You will need to enjoy giving your point of view and debating political issues in class.


What are the entry requirements? 


5 GCSEs at grade C or above, including English Language. 


What will I study?


4 modules over the 2 years.


AS Unit 1:     People and Politics 


50% of total AS marks and 25% of total A Level marks. 


Written exam 


1 hour and 20 minutes. Unit 1 Exam; two structured Questions to be answered from a choice of 4; 


Course content:   


This unit introduces students to the key channels of communication between government and the people. They will critically evaluate  The UK’s representative democracy and  the political participation of the voters.


You will research and debate topics such as:


Just how adequate is our democracy?


Are all groups in society represented? 


Is there much difference between the policies offered to us by the main parties? 


Is it time to change the electoral system? 


Why do so few young voters vote? 


Are Pressure groups too powerful? 


This unit includes: 


Democracy and Political Participation


Party Policies and Ideas


Elections


Pressure Groups
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A2 Unit 4 Extended themes in Political Analysis-Global Politics: 


25% of total A Level marks. Written exam 1 hour 30 minutes. 


Unit 4 Exam; three short answer questions from a choice of five, and one essay question from a choice of three


This unit includes:


International Law


Global Economics


War & Terrorism


Global Warming and Environmental degradation


The Global South


Poverty & Development


Human Rights


Humanitarian Intervention


Trips


In recent years both AS & A2 students have visited the European Parliament in Strasbourg, the Houses of |parliament and various lectures in London.


This year we are planning to visit Parliament and a European Politics Conference. A2 students are lucky enough to have tickets for Prime Ministers Question Time just before a General Election, and will be able to see Brown and Cameron attempting to outscore one another. We are also hoping to link up with other politics groups from schools in the consortium to set up joint revision days.	
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AS Unit 2  Governing the UK


50% of total AS marks, 25% of total A Level marks.  


Written exam 


1 hour and 20 minutes.  one stimulus based question from a choice of two, and one extended  question.


Course content:   


This unit introduces students to the major governmental processes within the UK and the role and effectiveness of key institutions. It encourages them to develop a critical understanding of the relationship between the Government, Parliament and the Judiciary at various levels, including national and European. 


You will research and debate topics such as:


Do the members of Parliament really represent the voters?


Has Parliament lost legal sovereignty to the E.U.?


Can we trust Parliament to reform itself after the expenses scandal?


Do our Prime Ministers think they are Presidents?


How effective is the House of Commons in making the government accountable to the voters?


Is cabinet government dead?


Are the judges too remote from ordinary people?


How effective is the judiciary in controlling Ministers who act beyond their powers?


Should the Human Rights Act be amended?


Are our freedoms at risk?


Do we need a written and embedded constitution?


This unit includes:


Constitution


Parliament


Prime Minister and Cabinet


Judiciary and Civil Liberties





A Level Modules


Unit 3 


Representative Processes in the USA – 25% of total A Level marks. Written exam 1 hour 30 minutes.





This topic looks at the representative processes of the US political system and considers their adequacy in terms of popular


participation and full democracy.





This unit include:


Elections and Voting


Political Parties


Pressure Groups


Racial and Ethnic Politics
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