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il ABACALL

“Remember me, Mr. Sanders? | was a student
In your socal studies class. You told mo | was
destined to serva the public.”













	


Theory and Methods


All candidates  have to sit examination questions on theory and methods. 


Quantitative and qualitative methods of research; their strengths and limitations; research design 


Sources of data, including questionnaires, interviews,  observation (participant and non-participant), experiments, documents and official statistics; the strengths and limitations of these sources


The distinction between primary and secondary data and between quantitative and qualitative data


The relationship between positivism, interpretivism and sociological methods; the nature of ‘social facts’


The theoretical, practical and ethical considerations influencing choice of topic, choice of method(s) and the conduct of research.


A2 candidates should also:


• Demonstrate a wider range and greater depth of knowledge and understanding than at AS Level


• Study the nature of sociological thought and methods of sociological enquiry in greater range and depth, and demonstrate more highly developed skills of application, analysis, interpretation and evaluation than at AS Level. 


In addition A2 candidates should examine:


6 Consensus, conflict, structural and social action theories


7 The concepts of modernity and post-modernity in relation to sociological theory 


The nature of science and the extent to which sociology can be regarded as scientific


9 The relationship between theory and methods


10 Debates about subjectivity, objectivity and value freedom


11 The relationship between sociology and social policy.


										








AS Unit 2  SCLY2


60% of AS, 30% of A Level 





Written exam 


Written paper, 2 hours   90 marks


Students study ONE of the two topics (Education or Health) and answer;


one question on the chosen topic


one question on sociological research methods in context 


one question on research methods.





Course content:   





Education with Research Methods; This unit includes:


The role and purpose of education, including vocational education and training, in contemporary society


Differential educational achievement of social groups by social class, gender and ethnicity in contemporary society


Relationships and processes within schools, with particular reference to teacher/pupil relationships, pupil subcultures, the hidden curriculum, and the organisation of teaching and learning


The significance of educational policies, including selection, comprehensivisation and marketisation, for an understanding of the structure, role, impact and experience of education


The application of sociological research methods to the study of education.








Sociology


AS one year / A-Level two years








AS Sociology


Who is the course for? 


The course is for students who enjoy discovering how society operates and what effect different parts of society have on individuals. You will enjoy opening your mind to new ways of thinking about the world and life, and researching and carrying out surveys.


What are the entry requirements? 


5 GCSEs at grade C or above, including English Language. 


What will I study?


4 modules over the 2 years.


Expectations of Students


Students will be expected to take a keen interest in both national and global society, to read widely, join in discussions, research and prepare class presentations, plan and carry out surveys, and be able to think analytically and absorb theory. A taste of the questions they will be considering;* How are computers changing our lives?  * Are women unequal in our society – and if so why?  *  Who owns and controls the mass media?  *  Are ‘hoodies’ a serious threat to society?   * What is the education system for?  *  How do we develop our individual identities?  * How and why do social groups organise themselves?  * How do societies vary and change over time. 


Students must be prepared to approach every topic with an open mind, ready to look at different perspectives


Careers Implications


Sociology can be used in a very wide range of careers.  A qualification in Sociology shows an investigative and analytical mind, which is useful in careers such as law, forensic science, politics, media, journalism and public relations.  It is a qualification readily accepted by Universities and Colleges.	





Sociology


AS one year / A-Level two years














Sociology


AS one year / A-Level two years





A2 Unit 3  – SCLY3 


(20% of A Level) 


Written exam 


1 hour 30 minutes  60 marks


Students study ONE of the four topics and answer;


one compulsory question 


one question from a choice of two.


Course content:   


Beliefs in Society; or Global Development; or Mass Media; or Power and Politics  


Global Development - This unit includes:


Different theories of development, underdevelopment and global inequality


Globalisation, aid and trade, and their influence on the cultural, political and economic relationships between societies


The role of transnational corporations, non-governmental organisations and international agencies in local and global strategies for development


Development in relation to industrialisation, urbanisation, the environment, war and conflict.


Employment, education, health, demographic change and gender as aspects of development.
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Sociology


AS one year / A-Level two years











Sociology


AS one year / A-Level two years





AS Unit 1 SCLY1 


40% of AS, 20% of A Level. 


Written exam 


Written paper, 1 hour ( 60 marks) 


Students study ONE of the three topics and answer ONE question which consists of five parts.


Course content:  Unit 1


Culture and Identity; or Families and Households; or  Wealth, Poverty and Welfare


Wealth, Poverty and Welfare This unit includes:


Different definitions and ways of measuring poverty, wealth and income


The distribution of poverty, wealth and income between different social groups


The existence and persistence of poverty in contemporary society


Different responses to poverty, with particular reference to the role of social


policy since the 1940s


The nature and role of public, private, voluntary and informal welfare provision in contemporary society.
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A Level Modules


Unit 3 


Representative Processes in the USA – 25% of total A Level marks. Written exam 1 hour 30 minutes.





This topic looks at the representative processes of the US political system and considers their adequacy in terms of popular


participation and full democracy.





This unit include:


Elections and Voting


Political Parties


Pressure Groups


Racial and Ethnic Politics











Sociology


AS one year / A-Level two years




















		A2 Unit 4 SCLY4


30% of A Level





Unit 4 Exam; 


Written paper, 2 hours  90 marks


Students study one topic and answer;


one question on the chosen topic


one question on sociological research methods in context


one question on theory and methods. 





Course content:   


Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods; 0r Stratification and Differentiation with Theory and Methods  


Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods This unit includes:


Different theories of crime, deviance, social order and social control


The social distribution of crime and deviance by age, ethnicity, gender, locality and


social class, including recent patterns and trends in crime


Globalisation and crime in contemporary society; the mass media and crime; green


crime; human rights and state crimes


Crime control, prevention and punishment, victims, and the role of the criminal


justice system and other agencies


The sociological study of suicide and its theoretical and methodological implications


The connections between sociological theory and methods and the study of crime


and deviance.





									





Sociology


AS one year / A-Level two years

















