PAGE  
1

AS POL  

LESSON 3    Tuesday  18.09.07

Test

Write three characteristics of UK democracy  (3 Marks)

What are the three powers of state? (3 Marks)

How does the British Government acquire ‘legitimate power’? (1 Marks)

Content

Democracy-recap types of democracy

Detailed definition of representative democracy

Criticisms of, and support for, UK Democracy

Objectives

By the end of this lesson 

You must be able to define 

· Direct democracy

· Representative (indirect) democracy

· Parliamentary democracy 

· Liberal democracy

To be able to outline the features of representative democracy

To be able to explain the advantages & disadvantages of representative democracy

To be able to assess how democratic the UK is. 

Reading

Pol in Focus 37 – 47

Homework

Summer 2006

4 a) Define ‘representative democracy’ (5 marks)

    b) Explain three ways in which democracy in the UK has been criticised. (15 marks)

   c) What are the main advantages of the way democracy operates in the UK? (30 marks)

Notes

Definition of democracy

i.  Democracy- a system of government in which the people decide how their country should be governed. "government of the people, by the people, for the people"

Types of democracy

Direct / Representative / Liberal / Parliamentary

         Direct Democracy is a system where every one entitled to vote, meets to discuss, and then vote on, all major decisions. The modern equivalent is the referendum.

         Representative Democracy is a system where the voters chose a representative to speak, and vote, for them.

         Liberal Democracy – a system that allows all points of view to be heard and represented in Parliament with an emphasis on the freedom of the individual
· Parliamentary Democracy – a system where the government is formed from the parliament freely elected by the people.

 Direct democracy

1. Every citizen has the right to vote

2. It is the duty of all citizens to vote

3. All decisions are made by all the voters

4. Decisions are taken on a majority vote

Representative (indirect) democracy

1. Voters elect an MP to make decisions on their behalf

2. Representatives are accountable to voters for their decisions

3. Voters have the power to remove a representative at election time

Parliamentary democracy 

1. Parliament is sovereign

2. The govt gets its legitimacy & authority from parliament

3. Members of the govt are drawn from Parliament and not elected separately

4. The govt is formed from the party with an overall majority

5. The PM is the leader of the winning party

Liberal democracy

1. Authority is based on popular consent of all citizens

2. Elections are free & fair

3. Real choice offered to voters in open competition

4. Freedom of expression Rule of Law – no arbitrary government

5. The government should not impose itself on the freedom of the individual

What does Political participation mean and why is it important?

 Political participation means taking an interest in what those in power are doing, asking questions of them, making them accountable, becoming involved with some means of expressing opinions, such as through political parties or pressure groups, and above all voting at elections.

· Joining a Political Party

· Voting at elections

· Joining a pressure group

Why is political participation important for democracy?

     ABUSE OF POWER   If those in power are allowed to exercise it whilst the majority of the people take no notice of what they are doing, then they will almost certainly, eventually, abuse that power in their own interests.

"ALL POWER TENDS TO CORRUPT, ABSOLUTE POWER TENDS TO CORRUPT ABSOLUTELY"

  EXTREME PARTIES  When only a small % of the electorate bothers to vote, that small % may be very unrepresentative of the whole electorate. It could be representative of a very active extreme group in society. For example, in the Presidential elections in France, the left wing supporters didn't bother to vote. This gave the right wing party of Le Penn a possible way in to government. 

   CIVIL LIBERTIES IN DANGER If an extreme party does get into power because of the apathy of the electorate, they may well take away the civil liberties of some or all of the citizens and they would be doing so legitimately. 

  EXAMPLE On a smaller scale, the last conservative government under Margaret Thatcher and the present one under Tony Blair had, and have, such powerful majorities that we as citizens must watch very carefully what civil liberties we may be losing, such as the right to withdraw labour? Or the right to be tried by a jury? 

Criticisms of UK democracy.

· Most MPs are male, white and professional middle class. This means that women, ethnic minorities and the working class are under-represented. 

· The FPTP system often produces governments with a minority of votes cast in a general Election. 

· The House of Lords is not elected but it is part of the UK Legislature. 

· The Governments sometimes appears to take more notice of powerful insider pressure groups than the House of Commons. 

· Party discipline through the Whips office prevents MPs speaking up for their constituencies if it means going against government policy. 

· The appointment of non-governmental bodies (QUANGOS) means more and more of the actions of administrative bodies cannot be scrutinised by the House of Commons. 

· The power of the House of Commons to hold the government accountable to the voters and to make it keep to its mandate is weaker now according to commentators. 

· The media is said to have too much influence on the government, which diminishes the role of Parliament and therefore the voter.

Citizenship/rights/obligations

A Citizen is a native born, or naturalised, individual who has civil rights within a state. 
         Rights are either civil rights and /or human rights.

         Civil rights are specific to the particular state an individual belongs to. They can include the right to vote, the right to stand for election, to be equal before the law, to have freedom of speech and religion, to have freedom from social and political discrimination. 

         Human rights are universally assumed to be the freedoms of all individuals, whatever state they live in. They overlap with civil rights but fundamentally include the right to life, freedom of movement, of thought and speech. Most written constitutions include fundamental Human Rights and members of the United Nations all are bound by the UN Declaration of Human Rights.

         Obligations - the responsibilities that a citizen accepts when becoming a member of a state. They include the obligation to obey the law, to pay taxes, to recognise the rights of fellow citizens
 

