LESSON 6    Thursday  04.10.07

Test

· What is a hybrid pressure group?

· Give an example.

· List 4 methods used by outsider pressure groups

· Name three ways in which Insider pressure groups undermine democracy.

Content

Reasons why some pressure groups are more successful than others

Reasons for the recent growth of pressure groups

Brief recap of pressure groups –definition, categories, examples, advantages, disadvantages  to democracy, differences & similarities between Pressure Groups and Political parties 

Objectives

By the end of this lesson you must;

· be able to explain what factors make a pressure group successful, with examples

· be able to outline why pressure groups have become more popular in the past 25 years 

Reading

Pol in Focus Pages 186 – 202

End of Topic Exam Question.

Jan 2006

(a) Distinguish, with examples, between an  ‘insider’ and an ‘outsider’ pressure group.

(b) What methods do pressure groups employ to influence the political process?

(c) Why are some pressure groups more successful than others?

 Start Topic 3 Political parties

Content

· Political ideologies-Liberalism-Conservatism-Socialism, Consensus & adversarial politics

· Brief history from Consensus politics to Thatcher & conflict

Ideologies 

What is a political ideology?

· Ideas, beliefs and principles (political philosophy) about the ideal state system. 

· The broad idea of the sort of ideal state which would best suit the group that believes in that ideology

· The following definitions are linked to, but do not define the present day thinking of the political parties in the UK

Socialism

· Socialism believes in:

· The group ownership of the means of production and distribution of goods. 

· The elimination of poverty 

· The need for co-operation and social responsibility. 

· The introduction of a more equitable distribution of wealth 
· Equal opportunities for everyone.
Socialism is a broad ideology and includes some who believe in radical approaches, as well as supporters of a more conservative approach  (seeing what works and then building on those policies and throwing out those that do not work for the good of all). 
Liberalism

· Liberalism stands for whatever change is needed within society (economic educational, social etc.), which will allow for the positive development of the individual.

· Liberalism believes that, given the opportunities, Man, as a rational creature, will use his/her intelligence to overcome obstacles placed in their way by society and will make changes which will benefit everybody. 

· Liberalism does not have a specific programme except the improvement of society for all, it supports change where needed but not violent change. It is against violence   
Conservatism

Conservatism stands for 

· the status quo (keeping things as they are) 

· being against major change as opposed to ‘little’ ones. 

· Conservatism believes that rapid change would result in an unstable society (based on the writings of Edmund Burke). Change must be gradual, minor and regulated by government.

Other ideologies

Communism          Anarchism           Fascism        Nationalism

Consensus politics

Means there is general agreement between parties on the main aims for the country and on the policies needed to achieve those aims.

· The period between 1945 and 1979 is considered to be one of consensus politics, when both Labour and Conservative Parties agreed on fundamental policies such as the Welfare State, Education, Nationalisation, and state direction of the economy.

· This consensus ended when Margaret Thatcher became PM in 1979, (but Ted Heath had already tried and failed to introduce non consensus policies before her).

In the 1945 General Election, the Conservative Party, led by Churchill, was defeated and was forced to come to terms with the changing social and political circumstances. After the war, the Labour Party was more in tune with popular opinion and was able to introduce a radical programme of reforms 

· Greater role for the trade unions

· Mixed economy (nationalisation of public services)

· Colonial independence

· Welfare state

· High level of public spending

· Economic planning

The Conservatives were at first very opposed to much of this programme, but Key figures such as R. A. Butler and Harold Macmillan (‘one-nation’ Tories) were important in redefining party policy and accepting the social democratic consensus (Butskellism). Until Margaret Thatcher, Conservative leaders led from the centre-left: 

1. They believed that the post-war consensus was the only way to run the country.

2. That this was necessary to maintain working class support.

Adversarial politics

 This means when parties oppose one another’s aims and policies instead of co-operating to reach a compromise. The House of Commons is arranged so that the government sits facing the opposition and this reflects, and creates, the idea of  parties 'fighting' against one another.

· There was clear adversarial politics from 1979 when Labour stood for Nationalised Industries, redistribution of wealth through progressive taxation, equality in education, the NHS, and state direction of the economy.

· Conservatives stood for Privatisation, allowing top earners to keep their earnings with emphasis on regressive (indirect) taxation, support for private schooling (assisted places), stress on the individuals responsibility to look after themselves instead of relying upon the state, especially pushing private health provision, and Laissez Faire economics, (reducing state intervention in the economy and letting 'Market Forces' determine the economy.

From 1979, Labour and Conservatives did not agree on major policies.

	Adversarial politics from 1979

	LABOUR
	CONSERVATIVE

	Nationalised Industries
	Privatisation

	Redistribution of wealth through progressive taxation
	Allowing top earners to keep their earnings with emphasis on regressive (indirect) taxation

	Equality in education
	Support for private schooling (assisted places)

	The NHS
	Private health provision

	State direction  of the economy
	Laissez Faire economics, (reducing state intervention in the economy and letting 'Market Forces' determine the economy

	The community works together and looks after the unemployed and the poor.
	Individuals should take responsibility to look after themselves instead of relying upon the state


Tensions had developed between ‘one nation’ Conservatism and neo-liberals, who supported free market solutions and were suspicious of the role of government. Margaret Thatcher stood for the free market (rejecting Keynsian economics, in favour of Friedrich Hayek and Milton Friedman) and the individual.

She took the Conservative Party away from the middle ground, and at the same time the Labour Party, led by left-winger Michael Foot, was pushing Labour further left. Thatcher’s victory in the 1979 General Election, was the end of consensus politics. 

Reading  

Politics in Focus 

UK Government & Politics   Garnett & Lynch  



150 – 156

Politics UK    Jones, Kavanagh et al                

 

76 – 79

Understanding A/S level government & politics    Wilson

127 - 140

KEY WORDS

Socialism       Liberalism        Conservatism        Democracy,       government,  accountability,                authority,            consensus politics,         adversarial politics         radicalism   
Add any words that are new to you, in your Glossary.
Homework

Read through notes, watch the news

Look through Revision Notes on Tutor2u.net (Politics(Revision Note Categories(Political Party Funding

Prepare for pressure group day

POLITICAL PARTIES PAST QUESTIONS

Specimen Paper


(a) Outline two functions of political parties.
(b) Describe three issues over which Labour and Conservative parties disagree.
(c) How different is 'old ' Labour from 'new' Labour?

Summer 2002


(a) What is a political party?

(b) What are the main policy areas that divide Labour and Conservative parties,?
(c) To what extent has 'new' Labour broken with the party's traditional ideas and.
values?

January 2003                       

(a) What is a political party?

(b) Outline the major ideas of the modern Conservative party.
(e) To what extent has the Labour Party abandoned its traditional principles?

Summer 2003

(a) Outline two features of a political party.
(b) In what ways do political parties promote democracy?
(c) How effective are political parties in promoting democracy in the UK?
January 2004


(a) Define a political party.
(b) What are the main functions of a political party?
(c) In what ways have the ideas of the Labour Party changed in recent years?
Summer 2004

(a) Outline two functions of a political party.
(b) Distinguish between consensus politics and adversary politics.
(c) To what extent do the policies and ideas of the Labour and Conservative ,   parties overlap?
January 2005


Summer 2005

(a) Outline two features of a political party.
(b) How do political parties achieve their aim?
(c) How effective are political parties in promoting political participation?
January 2006


(a) What is a political party?
(b) Explain the main functions of a political party.
(c) To what extent are political parties declining in importance in UK politics?
