The Aztecs and Incas.

The Aztecs in Mexico and Incas in Peru ruled over mighty empires. All that remains of the great civilizations of ancient America is their ‘art’

These pieces of work were not made for pleasure, or for decoration. Image making in these early religions was very much based on magic and religion. Art for these early cultures was not something pretty to look at, but something powerful to use.

The terrifying carving of a death head from the alter of the ruins of a temple in present day Honduras reminds us that gruesome human sacrifices were demanded by the religions of these peoples.

The pre Columbian Americans were perfectly capable of representing the human face in a lifelike manner, the ancient Peruvians liked to shape certain vessels in the form of human heads. In most cases they chose not to make their work look lifelike.

This is the representation of a rain god. In these tropical zones rain is often a question of life or death. It was little wonder that the god of rains and thunderstorms took on the form of a powerful demon in their minds. The lightening in the sky appeared to their imagination like a big serpent. The sculpture ‘s mouth is made up of two heads of rattlesnakes facing each other, with their big poisonous fangs protruding from their jaws. The nose too seems to be formed out of the twisted bodies of snakes. Perhaps even his eyes may be seen as coiled serpents.

