ENGLISH AT NICHOLAS BREAKSPEAR CATHOLIC SCHOOL
The English Department consists of seven experienced, well qualified teachers, including a range of full and part time posts and responsibility-post holders within the school.

The department is based within six specialist teaching rooms and has good access to TV and DVD facilities; one of the rooms also has an interactive whiteboard, which is available for use by all teachers within the department. In addition to the school’s suite of computer rooms, the department also has use of a laptop trolley of 16 computers, which can be booked and used within classrooms. There is also a small departmental office.

In Years 7 and 8, students are taught in six mixed ability form groups and follow units of study covering the range of Literacy Framework objectives through a range of fiction, non-fiction, drama and media. Students are taught through 3 one-hour lessons per week, over a two-week timetable.
Students are set according to ability from Year 9, in preparation for the SAT examinations and GCSEs in English and English Literature; an additional seventh set in Years 10 and 11 has enabled group sizes to be significantly reduced. The vast majority of students in Year 11 are entered for both AQA (A) English and English Literature.
English Literature at AS and A2 continues to be a popular choice amongst students, with two groups in both Year 12 and 13. Students follow the AQA (A) syllabus; results in both years are consistently some of the best in the school, with students making exceptional ‘value-added’ progress.
Students are also involved with extra-curricular activities; in recent years students have been involved with the Carnegie Medal Reading Scheme, Writing Master classes led by both the department (delivered to students from across the county) and the LEA, as well as public speaking through Youth Speaks and competitions across the Diocese. Trips to the theatre are also common. The whole of Year 9 will visit The Globe in June 2007 for a performance of The Merchant of Venice. 

The department is well resourced and has the use of good facilities and centralised teaching rooms. Teachers within the department are passionate and committed to high standards; classroom teaching is amongst some of the best in the school and recent OFSTED and County Reviews have highlighted the department’s commitment to high standards of student attainment and behaviour. 
