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Patrick Lawrie (Foundation Governor)
I was appointed a Governor in July 2010. Like perhaps many people, I had little understanding of the role of School Governors prior to joining.   My motivation for getting involved was twofold. I have two children at the school and I was interested in finding out more about how a large school like Nicholas Breakspear is actually run.    Also, after a 20 years or so working in the City of London I was now working locally in St Albans and had a bit more time and opportunity to put something back into the community. Without knowing what exactly was required from me, I hoped that my skills and experienced would be of benefit to the school.

What do I do? 
As well as a member of the full Governing Body, I also took on responsibility as Chair of the Finance Committee. The Finance Committee’s role is to review, adopt and monitor finance policies, to establish financial plans and budgets and monitor all income and expenditure for the school.

What is the best thing about Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School? 
There are many positives about the School.  When considering secondary education for our children we visited many of the local schools in the district over a three year period.  On every occasion we felt there was something different and special about Nicholas Breakspear; it was clear from the students at the Open Evening showing us around the school that it is a happy school.   

As a parent, I now see a number of teachers with such enthusiasm, passion and commitment towards the well-being and development of the children.   

Being a Governor for the past year has given me an additional insight to the hard work that goes on, often behind the scenes, by staff and teachers ensuring the continued development and success of the school and all the students.

