Ray Anderson (Foundation Governor)
I was appointed by the Westminster Diocese in September 2008. I was ‘encouraged’ to express an interest in being a Governor by Michael Ryan, who was in process of retiring as Chair of the Governing Body. My incentive is to use my skills to support the development and improvement of the school. I retired at the end of 2007 and I wanted to help in situations in which my skills, acquired over 37 years as a civil servant, might prove useful. I have been a practising Catholic since I was received into the Church in 1994 and I have a particular interest in Catechesis which ties in very well with the Catholic ethos of the school. I am a strong believer in the importance of faith-based education and, like all Foundation Governors; I am expected to support the school in its role of supporting students in their development as responsible and caring young adults.

What do I do? I was described recently as a ‘workhorse’, by which I hope the person didn’t mean donkey! I chair the Staffing Committee, which means I am involved in the recruitment, performance management and welfare of staff. I also chair a small group which reviews the school’s policies for consistency and readability. I hope that students and parents who look up policies on this website have seen some improvements over the last few years. I also help in the early development of other important documents like the School Improvement Plan. I am the ‘Link’ Governor for the Humanities Department and I try to meet Mr D. Carrassco Morley each term.
What is the best thing about Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School? It must be the atmosphere, by which I mean the way in which students, parents and staff work together to bring joy into the lives of so many – not just those at the school but in the community. It is always a good experience to visit the school, whether the purpose is to see an event, meet students and staff or (even) the numerous meetings which are an important part of being a Governor.
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