[image: image2.png]Hertfordshire



Secondary ICT Subject Leaders Newsletter  Summer 2009


 


	The summer term is always a busy term and the time subject leaders start planning for the next academic year.  I know that a number of colleagues have already started to review their Year 8 SoW and those teaching GCSE will have started to look at the new criteria.   You may have read the Rose Report on primary education which talks about strengthening the teaching and learning of ICT to enable children to be independent and confident users of technology by the end of primary education.  I am sure that colleagues with links to primary schools will be aware that children from a very early age are using ICT in exciting and creative ways to support their learning.  If you have not visited a primary school and would like a visit arranged please contact me.
Many of you will be aware that Maria has now started maternity leave.   Earlier this month she gave birth to lovely baby girl and both mother and baby are both doing very well.  We all send them our best wishes.   We are very pleased that James Dent will shortly join the team as a Secondary ICT Adviser.   
Please let us know your news, your successes and concerns
With best wishes for a successful summer term.
Ann Layzell

	APP in ICT
It was good to see so many of you, new and familiar faces at the Subject Leaders Meeting on 23 March.  As a follow-up to the sessions on the day (APP and AfL in ICT), I would like to summarise the position for ICT Subject Leaders.  There are many areas to be considered before implementing APP, however, the principle of it is positive.

APP implementation in ICT is very different to implementation in English, Maths and Science for several reasons. APP for ICT has a different appearance and approach, due to the lack of curriculum time offered to ICT.  The implication of a lack of time to assess student capability poses the greatest problem in considering the three Assessment Foci, since it may take over a term to cover all three foci in sufficient detail to make an effective judgement. APP and day to day planning should not be seen as two separate processes, they are inextricably linked. It is vital that ICT departments revisit their units of work in order to ensure that the curriculum coverage and assessment opportunities are sufficient for the three APP foci, to be effectively implemented at the appropriate stage.  APP use could for example be planned for once or twice per year for a sample of students or year group.

It is important to remember the purpose of APP, to build robust and reliable periodic assessment of pupils’ progress.  This will identify the relative strengths and weaknesses of the student samples against the different Assessment Foci to:

· Indicate the next learning steps for individuals

· Highlight areas of learning that need to be strengthened in a whole class or year group through curriculum changes.

A reminder that AF1 is a key determinant of ICT Capability, the Standards have not changed and the AFs are consistent with the attainment levels.  The final key point to stress is that individual pieces of work will not provide evidence against every AF, which is why levelling is best undertaken on a body of work rather than a single task.

Maria Izamis

	New Criteria for GCSE
Ofqual have published the new criteria for GCSE with first teaching from September 2010 www.ofqual.org.uk/2252.aspx   The criteria states that  ‘ICT should encourage learners to be inspired, moved and changed by following a broad, coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study’.  We look forward to reviewing exam board specifications when they are published.

	eSafety
As part of our annual ICT conference we held an eSafety competition.   To view the winning entry, Sandon JMI school and also the runner up, Springmead Primary School go to:
http://www.thegrid.org.uk/learning/ict/research/competitions/2009_esafety/index.shtml
Next years eSafety competition which will be launched in Autumn 2009 to give plenty of time to prepare.  I know that secondary schools are promoting the ‘Stay safe’ message and hope that you will consider entering your pupils in the competition.
Ofsted and eSafety

The renewed Ofsted Framework will have a greater focus on eSafety.   Schools are expected to have robust and effective Acceptable Use Policies and the HGfL has a draft policy that can be adapted and used by schools.  There are also a number of other resources available including two incident flowcharts which support schools when dealing with breaches of policy.   For further information: http://www.thegrid.org.uk/eservices/safety/index.shtml


	ICT and Innovation
Many Hertfordshire schools are using ICT in a wide range of creative and innovative ways:

· Sahbi Benzid from Stanborough is working with a group of G & T students on an eTwinning project, involving multimedia and the community.  The HGfL has further information about eTwinning:   http://www.thegrid.org.uk/learning/ict/research/etwinning/index.shtml
· Fearnhill School have recently setup their own Radio Station and are using this with the English faculty to produce some short scripted dramas to put on the school intranet. Fearnhill began by training some key teaching and support staff and now those involved are cascading the training and are starting to use it with the students.  For further information contact Malcolm Williams, Assistant Headteacher. 
· John Warwick from St Luke’s School is doing some really interesting work using Smartphone’s with a group of KS3 pupils.
· Schools across Hertfordshire are now podcasting and this was one of the topics at a recent NQT Day.  Further information: http://www.thegrid.org.uk/learning/ict/technologies/web2.0/podcast/index.shtml
The Secondary Strategy have relaunched their sound resources.  These are some of the best resources they have developed. Do have a look at the technical section – working with sound
      http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/search/secondary/results/nav:49484


	Becta’s Next Generation website
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	BFI Screenonline
This is the single most extensive publicly available resource devoted to British film and television, and is entirely free. Users in registered UK schools, colleges, universities and libraries can access the entire site, including the moving image materials; users in other locations can see everything but the film and TV clips and recorded audio interviews.  www.screenonline.org.uk/











Becta’s Next Generation Learning website is now up and running.  It aims to support parents and employers in using technology to make learning fun.  Parents are given advice on how to keep their children safe online and how to be involved in their children’s learning.





To find out more, have a look at the website:�� HYPERLINK "http://www.nextgenerationlearning.org.uk/" \t "_blank" �http://www.nextgenerationlearning.org.uk/�
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