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Lesson content

Enhancing democracy (proposed reforms aimed at extending participation or strengthening public accountability)

· Widening opportunities for direct democracy – 
· Referendums (note: questions will no longer be set of the circumstances of referendums, unless these become more frequent again) advantages and disadvantages. 

· Citizens’ juries/focus groups - advantages and disadvantages. 

· Digital democracy/e-democracy - advantages and disadvantages

· Strengthening electoral/representative processes – 
· Lowering the voting age advantages and disadvantages. 

· Compulsory voting – advantages and disadvantages (Note: these are not exclusive lists, but highlight some of the reforms debated most recently. Worthwhile for students to know about other possible ‘solutions’)

· Westminster model and how it has changed 

· greater fragmentation and pluralism (EU, devolution, referendums, the courts etc)

· Quiz

Objectives

To be able to;

· Explain with examples in what ways political participation has declined in the UK in recent years?

· Suggest reasons why this may be taking place.
· Explain the main features of a referendum and what is an ‘initiative’?
· Outline the advantages & disadvantages of referendums
· Discuss how participation and democracy could be strengthened in the UK
Homework 

4.(c) Evaluate the effectiveness of the various ways in which participation and democracy could be strengthened in the UK. (25 marks.)
Time yourselves – only 25 minutes.

