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Level Three Courses

In order to be considered for Level Three Courses (A Levels), students are required to have achieved:

· A minimum of 5 GCSE passes at Grades A* to C, including English and Mathematics. 

(Students wishing to study Arts/Humanities subjects at A level may be considered suitable if they have not achieved Grade C in Mathematics, but will not be eligible if the grade is lower than D).

· An average GCSE points score suitable for the chosen subject (These are published in the options booklet for each subject).

Most students are expected to take four subjects at AS Level and then progress to A Level in Year 13 with three subjects. Able students will be able to continue with four A Level subjects, if appropriate. Less able students may be permitted to choose only three AS subjects at the beginning of Year 12.

Students attending the Football academy in year 12 will select three level 3 courses, and will continue with all of these courses in Year 13.

Students are only eligible to progress to A2 study if they have passed the AS examinations in at least three subjects at the end of Year 12.

Students who only pass two AS subjects will not be eligible to progress to Year 13. However, in extenuating circumstances it may be possible for them to continue with two subjects and to commence a new AS subject in Year 13, if places are available. Students will be required to make an application to the Head of Sixth Form in order that their case can be considered on an individual basis.

Students who are unsuccessful in their AS examinations, passing fewer than two subjects, will not be eligible to progress to Year 13.

Students are not encouraged to repeat Year 12 if they are unsuccessful in their AS examinations. However, in extenuating circumstances an application to repeat Year 12 will be considered by the Head Teacher, in consultation with teaching staff, Head of Sixth Form and the student’s family. In no circumstances may a student do a 4th year in the Sixth Form.

Any request to change AS courses must be made within the first two weeks of the Autumn term. Requests to drop courses will not be considered before the end of that term. If, after Christmas, a student is still struggling with one of their four AS subjects she/he may make a request to drop that subject to the Head of Sixth Form. The views of the student’s teachers and parents will be sought before any decision is made and all parties will be informed of the decision in writing.

Level Two Courses

Students who have not achieved 5 A* to C Grades at GCSE, including English and Maths, or do not score enough points at GCSE to gain access to their chosen Level 3 course, are eligible to apply for Level Two Courses (Btec First Diploma in Travel and Tourism). 

Students will be required to demonstrate an interest in, or aptitude for the course selected and may be invited to attend an interview with the course leader, to assess their suitability.

In addition to the Level Two Course, students will be required to attend re-sit classes in English and Mathematics for one year and then retake the GCSE examination if they have not achieved a C Grade. They may also complete a one year course in ICT.

Students whose Literacy and/or Numeracy levels are so low that they are unlikely to be able to achieve a C grade in Mathematics or English after a further year of study, will be required to attend classes to improve their functional skills in those areas.

At the end of Year 12, students will be eligible to progress to level three courses if they have achieved a Merit or Distinction in their Level Two Course and a C Grade in English. For Maths and Science related courses, they will also need a grade C in Maths and/ or Science. (See course entry requirements).

Students who progress from Level Two to Level Three Courses will be expected to choose no more than three AS subjects.
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