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Admission Rules for 2010/2011
· In the year commencing 1st September 2010 the Governors will admit 180 pupils at age 11 without reference to ability or aptitude. The school’s Published Admission Number (PAN) is 180. The school is committed to taking its fair share of vulnerable children who are hard to place, in accordance with locally agreed protocols. Accordingly, outside the normal round of admissions, the governing body are empowered to give absolute priority to a child where admission is requested under any local protocol which carries the agreement of both the governing body and the diocese for the current admission year. The governing body has this power even when admitting such a child would exceed the normal admission number.

· Hertfordshire County Council operates a coordinated admissions procedure and in order to be considered for admission, the Common Application Form (CAF) should be completed and submitted to the LEA and the School’s Supplementary Information Form (SIF) should be completed and submitted to the school.
· In 2008 175 children were admitted to Year 7.  Of these, 127 were baptised catholic children and the tie break was triggered at criterion 4.
Criteria to deal with oversubscription
Where applications for admission exceed the number of places available, children will be admitted from the following categories in the order set out:

First 

Catholic looked after children

Second 
Children baptised into the Catholic faith (supporting documentary evidence will be required see the supplementary notes at the end of this document)
Third 

All other looked after children

Fourth
Children of other Christian denominations, whose parents wish them to have a Catholic education and whose application is supported by a minister of religion, or other religious leader

Fifth 
Children of non‑Christian faiths, whose parents wish them to have a Catholic education and whose application is supported by a religious leader.

Sixth

Any other applicants

In the event of over‑subscription in categories two, four and five, priority will be given in the following order:

A.
Siblings* of children at Nicholas Breakspear School at the time of admission

B.
Children who are judged to have a exceptional social need which can most appropriately be met at Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School, and where evidence is provided by an appropriate professional, such as a social worker, doctor or priest, at the time of application to the governing body.  Please ensure that this evidence demonstrates clearly why Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School can meet the particular need most appropriately

*
Sibling means a brother, sister, half brother, half sister, adopted brother or sister, or child of the parent or partner, and in every case, living in the same house Monday to Friday at the time of admission.

Tie‑Break

In the event that it is not possible to distinguish between applicants within a category or by priority, the deciding factor shall be the shortest route from the family home to the main entrance of the school as measured by the HCC’s distance measurement criteria.

· A public route with a proper made up surface e.g. Tarmac or concrete

· A road, which does not need to have a separate pavement

· A cycleway adopted by HCC
· In the case of flats, the measurement will be from the front door of the flat within the building

· In the case of twins or other multiple applications from one family for a single remaining place, the place will be offered by random allocation i.e. Lottery which will take place in the presence of an independent witness

Sixth Form Entry Statement

The Sixth Form is available to all current Y11 students subject to them fulfilling the individual requirements of suitable courses.
In the event of over subscription for the Sixth Form, Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School criteria to deal with over subscription will apply.

Waiting Lists and Right of Appeal

In addition to their right of appeal to an independent panel, unsuccessful candidates will be offered the opportunity to be placed on a waiting list. The waiting list will be maintained in order of the oversubscription criteria set out above and not in the order m which the applications are received or added to the list. Names are normally removed from the list after six months.

Pupils with a Statement of Special Educational Needs (SEN)

When Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School is the named school, children with a statement of SEN will be admitted.

The admission of pupils with a statement of SEN is dealt with by a completely separate procedure. This procedure is integral to the making and maintaining statements by the pupil's home LEA. Details of this separate procedure is set out in the Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School Special Educational Needs Code of Practice.

Application Procedures and Timetable

To apply for a place at this school, you should complete and return two separate forms by the published closing date. You should complete the school’s SIF attached to this policy, and return it to the school. You should also complete a CAF from the LEA and return it to the School’s Admissions section of the same LEA.  Please note this can be submitted online.  Your application may be compromised if both of these forms are not received by the published closing date.

You will be advised of the outcome of your application by 1st March, initially by a letter from the LEA on behalf of the Governing Body.  You may ask us for the reasons, related to the over-subscription criteria listed above, and you have the right of appeal to an independent appeal panel.

If you do not complete BOTH the forms described above and return them by the published closing date, the governing body may be unable to consider your application and your child is very unlikely to get a place at the school.
Supplementary Notes (these notes form part of the oversubscription criteria)

“looked after child” has the same meaning as in section 22 of the Children Act 1989, and means any child in the care of a local authority or provided with accommodation by them (e.g. children with foster parents).

In all appropriate categories parents will be asked to provide evidence of the declared faith of their child. 'Catholic' means a member of a Church in full communion with the See of Rome. This will normally be evidenced by a certificate of baptism in a Catholic Church or a certificate of reception into the full communion of the Catholic Church. For the purposes of this policy, it includes a looked after child who is part of a Catholic family where a priest's reference demonstrates that the child would have been baptised or received if it were not for their status as a looked after child (e.g. a looked after child in the process of adoption by a catholic family).
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