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‘Each person is a unique creation of God, every we do is based on the gospel values of peace, justice, truth and love.’ 
Policy Overview

At Nicholas Breakspear School we believe that Christian worship in a Catholic school is concerned with giving glory, honour, praise and thanks to God. It is our loving response, in words and actions, to God’s invitation to enter into a relationship with Godself, made possible through the work of Jesus Christ and the witness of the Holy Spirit.
We acknowledge the legal requirement that there must be a daily act of worship for all students (This can take place at any time during the school day and can be either a single act of worship for all students, or separate acts of worship in smaller groups). The act of worship is not designated curriculum time, under regulations, and will not be subsumed under any part of the curriculum, including RE. In Nicholas Breakspear School responsibility for arranging collective worship rests with the governing body, after consultation with the head teacher. 

We more than observe the legal requirement for a daily act of Collective Worship. Prayer is an integral part of the rhythm of the school day and we follow Church Liturgical calendar throughout the year with our assembly themes, celebrate feasts and mark the seasons of the year with timely liturgy. 

We endorse the belief that Collective Worship takes into account the religious and educational needs of all who share in it:

· Those who form part of the worshipping community in Church 

· Those for whom school may be their first and only experience of the Church 

· Those from other Christian traditions – or none 

· Those from other faith backgrounds 

It will be an educational activity or experience (in the broadest sense) to which all can contribute and from which all can gain. Worship in our school is more than just a legal requirement. It is an integral part of school life and central to our Catholic tradition.

The Aims of Collective Worship

We believe that Collective Worship in our school aims to provide opportunity for all students and staff:
· To contemplate something of the mystery of God 

· To reflect on spiritual and moral issues 

· To explore their own beliefs 

· To respond to and celebrate life 

· To experience a sense of belonging and develop community spirit 

· To develop a common ethos and shared values 

· To enrich religious experience 

· To reinforce positive attitudes 

· To participate fully 

· To take time out 'to wonder at', 'to come to terms with' and 'to give worth to'. 

Objectives:

All Acts of worship in this school will:

· Link to the Church's Liturgical Year – Lent, Advent, Easter, Pentecost, Christmas, the Ordinaries. 

· Give glory and honour to God 

· Be a quality activity, fundamental to the life of the school and its Catholic character 

· Give students positive liturgical experiences, appropriate to their age, aptitude and the family backgrounds in order to prepare them for the liturgical life of the Church. 

In order to do this, celebrations will:

· Be adapted to the age of the child to take account of the level of maturity 

· Be simple, including a range of experiences offered in a variety of settings 

· Allow students to be active participants, be confident with prayers, hymns and, where relevant, help to create liturgies and acts of worship. 

Roles / Responsibilities

Organisation of Collective Worship at Nicholas Breakspear School:

Each day, students will either pray together as a form or as a year group. When it is not assembly day for their year group, students will pray together under the guidance of their form tutor. Assemblies take place once a week and the theme is linked to the liturgical calendar. Assemblies are lead by a senior member of staff and several times during the year, tutor groups also lead assembly for their year group. 

For church holy days that fall during term time an appropriate Eucharistic liturgy is planned under the direction of the RE department. Christmas and Easter are also celebrated and marked. The school will also mark mile stones in the school year with an appropriate liturgy (e.g. Leavers Liturgy or Year 7 Welcome Liturgy). 

All students, throughout the school, have a day of retreat and reflection at all Saints Pastoral Centre. These are organised and lead by a member of the RE department.  At Key Stage 3, Class retreats are organised for each tutor group. Year 10 and 11 retreats are organised for two groups at a time. The sixth form retreats are organised in year groups, with a retreat team joining in the planning and presentation of these days. The retreats complement the RE curriculum and Pastoral programme of each year group, and are a key component of collective worship for our students.
Voluntary Worship 

· November – Prayers for the Holy souls 

· May – devotions to Our Lady 

· Voluntary mass each Friday (when a priest is available)

The Co-ordinator for Collective Worship

This policy is monitored by the Collective Worship Co-ordinator, and is evaluated and reviewed by the whole staff and governors, regularly. The school's provision of worship will be evaluated regularly to consider whether it meets the needs of all students and whether students are making progress in acquiring skills and abilities in organising and leading worship.
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