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Homework

Homework is a proven and integral component in a student’s learning and progress.  It offers the opportunity for consolidation and extension of work and concepts looked at in lesson time.

The number of homeworks set, their difficulty and frequency are different between key stages.  

At Key Stage 3 the minimum homework set should be twice a cycle for each subject.  The length of time these homeworks should take to complete will increase as students’ progress through the years 7 to 9:

Year 7:  30 minutes

Year 8:  35 minutes

Year 9: 40 minutes.
These times are guidelines only. Any homework task must allow for Differentiation. Pupils should be made aware of how long they should spend on a homework task and how it will develop their learning.
Only Drama, ICT and PE are exempt from the number of homeworks a cycle due to the practical nature of the work done.

At Key Stage 4 students should be set a minimum of three pieces of homework a cycle for each subject.  Exceptions to the rule are practical based subjects including Expressive Arts and Technology where students are taught in blocks (double periods).  Most homework will take a minimum of 45 minutes, though coursework and end of module tasks will take longer.

At Key Stage 5 students should expect to be set three hours of homework each week for each subject studies.  They should additionally be carrying out their own independent study.

The homework set should always take into account both the level of study and the intended learning outcomes.  However, it should also take into account initiatives that the school is participating in, such as the Literacy, Numeracy, and Key Stage 3 initiatives which make demands on most subject areas.

Use homework planners: These help pupils develop independent learning and organisational skills. Pupils have to be taught how to use a planner effectively. It is common for form tutors to check such planners weekly but this is often cursory, not seen as very important and focuses on completion. It is better to spend the time each week checking fewer planners and discussing with pupils how their planners can best be used. Ensure that all homework is written down.

Pursue non-completion of homework: The consequences of non-completion need to be made clear in terms of failed learning opportunities. There should be routines for dealing with this such as completion of homework during breaks or by the following day. It may be necessary to spend time with individual pupils to support completion. This is often time well spent. Failure to pursue non completion indicates that the homework was not important in the first place.

