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AS Drama & Theatre Studies





Unit 1: Exploration of Drama and Theatre	40%    (20% of total A-Level)





Coursework unit, internally assessed and externally moderated


You will study two contrasting plays


These will be explored through practical drama activities


One play will be explored alongside the work of a leading theatre practitioner


Practical work will be recorded in a set of Exploration notes that will include:


Language


Non-verbal communication


Vocal awareness


Characterisation


Social, Cultural, Historical and Political contexts


Visual, Aural and Spatial Elements of the production


Response to a Practitioner


Interpretation





In addition you will provide a written evaluation of a live performance


Marks will be awarded for both practical and written tasks


 








Unit 2: Theatre Text in Performance 	60%    (30% of total A-Level)





You will be given the opportunity to demonstrate skills in a performance environment


You will take on the role of either performer or theatre designer or both


Section A	-  performers offer a monologue or duologue


-  designers offer an appropriate skill in support of a performer


Section B	-  you will take part in a 15-60 minute performance to an audience


-  this will be teacher directed


This unit is a practical examination and will be assessed by a visiting moderator
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A-Level Drama & Theatre Studies





Unit 3:  Exploration of Dramatic Performance	22.5%





Create a unique and original piece of theatre for an audience as part of a group


In response to a given stimulus, theme or play


Demonstrate what you have learnt at AS


You will be required to incorporate a range of theatrical techniques


Stylistic approaches to theatre will be explored


You can choose to be assessed as a performer, designer or director


Marks will be awarded for research and development of ideas, performance and evaluation


A Supporting Written Evidence document will need to be completed outlining your rationale


This unit is internally assessed and externally moderated


 


























Unit 4: Theatre Text in Context 	27.5%





One prescribed play and one prescribed historical period will be studied


You will develop a practical understanding and knowledge of the work of a director


Live theatre performances will be analysed, focusing upon interpretation and staging


You will be required to independently research the staging conditions of one historical period


Assessment takes the form of a 2 hour and 30 minute written examination


You may take in both an annotated copy of the play studied and notes on the live


performance seen, into the examination
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Who is the course for?


This course is for students who enjoy practical performance work and have a passion for drama and theatre.  However, it is not just aimed at students who wish to pursue careers in the performing arts.  It is a wide ranging course that will develop numerous transferable skills.  The course often links well with other Arts subjects, Media, English and Psychology.  If you enjoy practical work, are creative and imaginative, a problem solver, and enjoy analysing literature then this could be just the course you are looking for!  





What are the entry requirements?


Average Points Score: 4.0


You do not have to have taken Drama at GCSE to access this course.  As long as you are willing to commit to practical work and give 100%, you can be successful.  You will be required to rehearse outside of lessons during practical projects.  A minimum grade of ‘C’ at GCSE English is required.





What will I study?


This course aims to enhance your enjoyment and appreciation of the drama and theatre, within the context of world culture.  Upon completion of the course you should possess a thorough understanding of drama and theatre, highly toned analytical and creative skills and an ability to communicate effectively with others.





What can I do after completing this course?


In the past students have used this qualification as a ‘stepping stone’ to further studies at university in a broad range of subjects including Drama, English, Film Production, Journalism, Marketing, Media, Psychology, Performing Arts, Professional Theatre, and Teacher Training amongst others.


Examination Board Website


http://www.edexcel.org.uk
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