














Who is the course for?


The course is for students who enjoy reading and analysing texts.  You will need to enjoy giving your point of view and participating in class discussions.


What are the entry requirements?


Average Points Score: 4.1


Five GCSEs at grade C or above, including English Language and Literature.


What will I study?


Four modules over the two years.


AS English Literature.


Unit 1: Aspects of Narrative.


60% of total AS marks and 30 % of total A Level marks.  Written exam (open book). 2 hours.


Section A – close analysis of narrative method in one text.


Section B – comparing an aspect of narrative across three other texts.


Four texts for study: two novels (at least one post 1990) and two poetry texts 1800-1945.


Choice of texts for study:


Section A – at least one text from post 1990:


The God of Small Things (Roy), Enduring Love (McEwan), The Kite Runner (Hosseini), Birdsong (Faulks), The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime (Haddon), Digging to America (Tyler), Small Island (Levy).


Section B – Tennyson, Browning, Coleridge, Keats, Hardy, Auden and Rossetti.
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Unit 2: Dramatic Genres.


40 % of total AS marks, 20 % of total A Level marks.  Two pieces of written coursework:


A study of an aspect of the dramatic / tragic genre with regard to a Shakespeare play (1200 – 1500 words).


A study of an aspect of the dramatic / tragic genre with regard to another play (1200 – 1500 words).


Example of possible coursework title:


Many definitions of tragedy claim that at the end of the play positives have emerged.  Is it possible to see anything positive in the ending of King Lear?


A Level Modules.


Unit 3: Texts and Genres.�Elements of the Gothic or Elements of the Pastoral.


30 % of total A Level marks.


Written examination in two sections:


Section A – a text specific question.


Section B – comparing an aspect of the chosen topic across at least three texts.


Candidates will study a minimum of three texts.  At least one of these texts must be one taken from 1300 – 1800 list.


Elements of the Gothic.


1300-1800:	Shakespeare, Marlow, Webster, Chaucer and Milton.


Post 1800:	Mary Shelley, Emily Bronte, Bram Stoker and Angela Carter.


Elements of the Pastoral.


1300-1800:	Shakespeare, Goldsmith and Blake.


Post 1800:	Twain, Hardy, Waugh and Potter.
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Unit 4: Further and Independent Reading.


20 % of total A Level marks.


Two pieces of written coursework:


A comparative study of an aspect of two texts (1500-2000 words);


An application of an aspect of pre-released critical anthology to a literary text (1200-1500 words).


Expectations of students.


A minimum of eight hours independent study during year 12 with a corresponding increase in year 13.  preparation time will be needed for essays and for coursework.


What can this course lead to?


English is a strong basis for a wide range of career options.  These include Journalism, working in the Media, Teaching, Personnel, Publishing, Public Relations, Advertising, Business Administration and Performing Arts.
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