














Who is the course for?


Anyone who is interested in History.  You do not have to have done GCSE History for the AS / A Level course.


What are the entry requirements?


Average Points Score: 4.6


Grade C or above at English is essential.


What will I study?


This course has been designed to offer a wide and stimulating choice of context including British, European and World history.


AS History.	Each unit is worth 50% of AS / 25% of A2


In Unit 1: Historical Themes in Breadth, you will study Russia in Revolution, 1881-1924: From Autocracy to Dictatorship and Stalin’s Russia, 1924-1953 in order to gain a broad overview of a particular theme, and will access the historical significance of events, ideas and beliefs and how these influenced behaviours and action.  This unit concentrates on the theme of contrasting ideologies, with particular emphasis on how Communism developed and, in some societies, succeeded in overthrowing existing authority in the first half of the 20th Century.  This unit enables you to understand the importance of ideas and beliefs in the policies developed by states and how, and why, ideology is frequently a cause of both challenge and conflict, within and between states and also gives rise to debates about the rights of citizens.


In Unit 2: British History Depth Studies, you will study a period of British history, The Experience of Warfare in Britain, in order to develop an in-depth understanding of attitudes, beliefs and structures of society.  Grounded in an understanding of the relevant chronology, this unit concentrates on key developments in social and political change in Britain in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, with particular emphasis on an understanding in some depth of the impact of war on public attitudes, medicine, social change and the factors influencing women’s changing role and opportunities in a mature industrial society.  It gives you the opportunity to understand how developments in one area can have significant impact on others.


AS History.	Unit 3: 30% of A2.  Unit 4: 20% of A2.


In Unit 3: Depth Studies and Associated Historical Controversies, you will undertake a depth study to explore the nature of challenges and conflict relating to societies and/or political systems in TheWorld Divided: Superpower Relations, 1944-1990, and to explore an issue of historical debate.  This unit concentrates on international diplomacy in the 20th Century.  It focuses on the need for, and robustness of, alliance systems and the reasons for conflict between states.  You are required to study a range of factors associated with the making of alliances, their significance and impact and the importance of armaments polices as an adjunct or threat to the peaceful resolution of disputes.  You will also address, and are invited to pass reasoned judgements upon issues that have provoked disagreement and controversy among historians.  A key element of study lies in the evaluation of interpretations related to attempts at international co-operation and the ways in which, and reasons for, failure of co-operation and conflict resolution.
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In Unit 4: Historical Enquiry, you will carry out an enquiry that will address the aspects of The USA from Reconstruction to Civil Rights, c1877-1981.  You will examine both the short-term significance of an individual, movement or event, as well as the factors affecting change throughout the whole period.  You will follow a short introductory taught course that provides an overview of the key strands of development and will then complete a programme in two parts:


In Part A, you will complete an in-depth enquiry into the short-term significance of a key event, individual, development or movement within the USA, 1877-1981.


In Part B, you will set your chosen event or individual in a broader context, exploring the process of change within the wider time frame.





A2 History (one-year)


What are the entry requirements?


AS History in year 11.


What will I study?


This course has been designed to ensure length, depth and breadth and to enable you to develop the knowledge, understanding and skills required to achieve the A Level GCE qualifications as appropriate. 


Each unit requires the study of significant events, individuals and issues. Each programme of study requires you to engage with a range of historical perspectives, including social, economic, political, religious and cultural perspectives, although the balance will differ between programmes of study. Each of the unit options has been designed to ensure that you study developments affecting different groups within the societies studied. 


Assessment in each of the units requires you to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the historical themes, topics and periods studied. Study in each of the units also requires you to assess the significance of events, individuals, ideas, attitudes and beliefs in their historical context. The balance between these elements will differ according to the unit options chosen. In each of the unit options, you will engage with key historical terms appropriate to the subject matter studied and you will also both understand and use in your answers key historical concepts such as cause, consequence, change, similarity and difference.


Assessment in each of the units requires you to communicate your historical knowledge and understanding clearly, concisely and logically through the medium of extended writing. Unit 6 requires you to analyse, evaluate, interpret and use sources in historical contexts relating to topics, individuals or themes. In this unit, you are required to use historical sources, accounts, arguments and interpretations and, on the basis of these, to explain, analyse, synthesise and make valid historical judgements. 
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The Unit 4 Individual Assignment (15% of A2) alternative offers you the opportunity to undertake an externally assessed Individual Assignment, chosen, planned, researched and written by you in consultation with your teachers. The assignment is written under controlled conditions. This option enables you to investigate specific historical questions, problems or issues of particular interest to yourself. 


In Unit 5: From Civil War to Civil Rights: USA, 1865-1969 (15% of A2), through a selection of historically important themes, you engage with change over a period of time which covers at least 100 years. Questions in this unit concentrate on the process of change and you are required to study this process and also the nature and extent of historical change in the long and the short term. 


You are required to investigate specific historical questions, problems and issues via the examined Unit 6: The Origins and Early Development of the Cold War, 1945-1962 (20% of A2), which presents a range of contemporary and secondary evidence and requires you to work with these to answer a range of questions. The predominant focus of this unit is on the investigation of historical interpretations.


Unit 6 has been designated as the ‘synoptic unit’. The unit focuses on the understanding of connections between essential characteristics of historical study. You will study the concept of historical change and continuity, the process of historical interpretation and the understanding and analysis of historical sources in order to reach a valid judgement on questions which span political and social, or other, historical perspectives.








We feel that this course explores many of the historical events and problems of the late 19th and 20th Century which have a great influence on the current shape of the world.  For this reason, we focus on Russian and American History and the Cold War, as well as the experience of warfare for British soldiers in the 19th and early 20th Century.  We offer a bi-annual trip to Russia to give students a very different experience of the 21st Century world and to give them insight into some of the problems of Capitalism and Communism.  We also take students on visits to historical seminars and lectures and University History Departments.  Many of our students go on to do degrees in History and other related subjects like archaeology, anthropology and international relations.  Of course History is a good academic subject accepted by employers and universities, which shows you can handle academic material to a good standard.  It helps you to have a flexible and adaptable mind!
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