














Who is the course for?


Interested in human behaviour?  Then psychology is for you!


Psychology is a social science that investigates the brain and emotions.  Psychology is a very popular subject that offers great prospects for the future in many different careers.


What are the entry requirements?


Average Points Score: 4.9


Grade C or above at GCSE Science & Additional Science are essential. Grade C in GCSE Mathematics is essential.  Grade C or above in both English literature and English language is essential.


What will I study?


This course aims to broaden your knowledge and understanding of the core topics of modern psychology: social, cognitive, developmental, individual differences in relation to cultures and biological approaches.  You will study a variety of topics that will provide you with the opportunity for extension work and higher level discussion.


AS Psychology.


You will have experience of designing and conducting informal classroom research using a variety of designs and research methods.  You will be expected to analyse data collected in investigations and draw conclusions based on the research findings.


Unit 1: Introducing Psychology.	50 % / 25 %


Key approaches in psychology, biopsychology, physiological psychology and the genetic basis of behaviour;


Gender development;


Research methods, correlational analysis and statistical analysis;


Ethics in psychological research.


Exam: 	Written paper: 1 ½ hours.  You will write three compulsory questions, one on each section.  The paper will comprise mainly of short answer questions with some extended writing in Sections A and B.  Each question is worth 20 marks.


Unit 2: Social Psychology, Cognitive Psychology and Individual Differences. 	50 % / 25 %


Social influence, types of conformity and explanations of obedience and authority;


Remembering and forgetting.  You will investigate models of memory and explanations of why we forget;


Repression of painful memories;


Anxiety disorders, including phobias and obsessive compulsive disorders.  You will study the classification of each disorder and the relevant treatments for them.


Exam: 	Written paper: 1 ½ hours.  You will answer one question from a choice of two from each section.  The paper will comprise mainly of short answer questions with some extended writing.  Each question is worth 20 marks.
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A2 Psychology.


Unit 3: Child Development and Applied Options.	25 %


Section A:


Social Development.


You will investigate early relationships and the role of the care-giver in attachment formation, including reference to animal and human studies.  You will study the effects of deprivation and privation with reference to Romanian orphans and institutionalised care homes.


Section B:


Schizophrenia and Mood Disorders.


You will study the classification of schizophrenia and its sub-types, the symptoms and diagnosis of schizophrenia, plus relevant treatments including anti-psychotic drugs and behavioural therapies.  You will investigate depression and will learn the types and classification of depression including both unipolar and bipolar types, and relevant treatments.


Stress and stress management.


The role of the autonomic nervous system and endocrine system in response to mediating and responding to stress are investigated.  You will learn problem-focused and emotion-focused strategies in coping with stress.


Forensic Psychology.


You will study problems in defining crime in relation to offending behaviour and research relating to offender profiling and official crime statistics.  You will also study the different types of punishment, including treatment programmes and behaviour modification.


Exam: 	Written paper: 2 hours.  You will answer one question from Section A and two questions from Section B.  There will be short answer questions and some extended writing in each section.  Each question will be worth 20 marks.


Unit 5: Approaches, Debates and Methods in Psychology.	25 %


You will investigate psychological approaches previously learnt in unit 1.  You will have learnt the basic principles of these approaches and will develop your knowledge by comparing each approach in relation to debates and approaches in psychological research.


Behavioural, biological, cognitive, psychodynamic and humanistic approaches;


Debates in psychology;


Freewill and determinism;


Holism and reductionism;


Idiographic and nomothetic approaches;


Statistical tests including Chi square, Pearson’s correlation, Spearman’s rank and Wilcoxon T test.


Exam: 	Written paper: 2 hours.  You will answer one question from each section.  Each question will be worth 20 marks.
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What can I use my A Level for?


Psychology offers routes into many different careers.  These include:


Teaching;


Social Work;


Police Force;


Health Care;


Nursing;


Mental Health;


Educational Psychology.


Psychology compliments the following A Level subjects:


Biology / Chemistry / Physics;


Physical Education;


Ethics and Philosophy of Religion;


Humanities;


Classics;


Dance;


English;


Media Studies.


Assessment Objectives.


AO1 – 	Descriptive skills.  Knowledge and understanding of how science works.  Candidates should be able to recall and show understanding of psychological knowledge.


AO2 – 	Evaluative skills in terms of analysing their psychological knowledge.


AO3 – 	Demonstrate and describe ethical, safe and skilful practical techniques and processes, selecting appropriate qualitative and quantitative methods; make, record and communicate reliable and valid observations and measurements with appropriate precision and accuracy; analyse, interpret, explain and evaluate the methodology, results and impact of their own and others’ experimental and investigative activities in a variety of ways.


Examination Board Website.


http://www.aqa.org.uk/qual/gce/psychology_b_new.php
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