














Are you ……..	intelligent?


………	hardworking?


………	interested in the deep questions of life?


………	concerned about major issues?


………	a free thinker?





Philosophy of Religion and Ethics could be for you.





Study as an A/S in one year, or as an A/S and A2 over 2 years.


Complementary to:


English


Geography and History


Psychology


Classics


Arts and Media Studies


Business Studies


Government and Politics


Science





Philosophy of Religion


Philosophy of Religion is about:


Learning to think.


Learning to live.





Each of us has a mixture of ideas in our heads about ourselves and the world.





Philosophy analyses where these ideas come from, traces their development and considers the impact that they have for society.





Arguments for the existence of God


Philosophical Arguments for the existence of God





The Design Argument


The intricate mechanisms of nature and the complexity of the universe, from the smallest particle to the largest galaxies seems to point to a designer.  Christians believe the designer is God.


The Cosmological Argument


Religious and scientific interpretations of the origins of the universe.


“Science without religion is lame, religion without science is blind” Albert Einstein





In this course we study:  The Problem of Evil and suffering.





There are different types of evil.  Moral and Natural evil





Problem of Evil


For theists there is a problem in reconciling the existence of these types of evil and the existence of a creator, God, who is benevolent, omnipotent and omniscient.





We shall assess the validity of Augustinian, Irenaean and process theodicies. 
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Philosophical debate about Miracles


In this course we study:





Miracles





What are miracles?


How can a law of nature be violated?


Why do all believers not experience miracles?


The reasons for belief in miracles.


Philosophical problems with reference to David Hume.





Are there challenges to belief in miracles from modern society?





Ethics


Ethics is about the moral choices people make, the values by which people live, the reasons behind these moral choices and the language used to describe them.





Each day we are bombarded with news about personal choices and their consequences.





Explanations of the headlines includes political ideologies, economics, decline in the moral values of society and people do not practice their religion.





Consider a baby, it will cry out when it is in need until someone figures out what is wrong.  The intellectual ability has not yet developed to question how they got into their particular mess and the steps needed to get out of it.  They are not morally responsible.





Consider an adult, we recognise when there is a problem to be overcome, or a difficult choice to be made.  Action is taken.  Responsibility is accepted.  Ethics is the rational discussion of this process.





A study will be made of the relationship between religion and morality.  We shall examine claims that morality is derived from religion and that morality is independent of religion.





Ethical Theories


Utilitarianism and Situation Ethics will be focused on.





In this course we will look at: 





Ethical theories, Plato, Aristotle, Aquinas and Natural Law, Kant and the Moral Law, Utilitarianism and Situation Ethics. 





The theories will be examined using a range of case studies including social issues, human rights, justice, war and peace, medical, genetic engineering, sexual ethics and IVF.
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A2 Topics





Philosophy


Philosophical arguments for the existence of God.


Ethical theories: Deontology, Emotivism, Intuitionism and natural moral law.


Ethical language.


Study of moral discourse and applied ethics.


(objectivity, relativism, subjectivism, authority, justice, law and punishment).





Assessment


A/S 	2 Examinations


A2	2 Examinations








Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School


Colney Heath Lane, St. Albans. AL4 0TT





Tel: 01727 860079


Fax: 01727 848912


Email: admin@nicholasbreakspear.herts.sch.uk





www.nicholasbreakspearschool.co.uk





NICHOLAS BREAKSPEAR


CATHOLIC SCHOOL


SPORTS COLLEGE


PER TUAS SEMITAS














