AS Theatre Studies
Course Outline & Summary

Exam Board:  Edexcel




Specification:  8113

Like all AS courses, Theatre Studies consists of 3 modules.  A brief outline of these follows.


Unit 1: Exploration of Drama & Theatre

· 30% of AS grade
· 2 plays studied

· Written coursework assessed through workshops in lessons

Unit 2: Text in Performance I

· 40% of AS grade

· A practical examination

· Can be assessed as an actor or designer

· Teacher directed project

Unit 3: Text in Context I
· 30% of AS grade

· 2 hour written examination

· Section A – answer 3 questions on the practical work undertaken in Unit 2

· Section B – answer 3 questions on a live production you have seen during the course

· You are allowed to take notes in to the examination
Equipment List

· A4 ring binder (small)

· File dividers

· Exercise book (provided)

· Pens, pencils, ruler, rubber.

· Highlighter pens

In addition to these you may wish to purchase your own copy of set texts from the drama department at a discounted price – this will allow you to annotate texts freely.

Our Expectations of You!

Theatre Studies is essentially a practical course.  Whilst you can always catch-up on written work missed, it is virtually impossible to do the same on practical work.  Therefore, our primary expectation is:
· Outstanding attendance

In addition to this you will be expected to:

· Dress appropriately for practical lessons

· Read plays

· Hand in assignments on time

· Be punctual

· Commit yourself to practical work

· Rehearse outside of normal lesson time

· Attend theatre visits

What follows is a brief outline of your AS Theatre Studies course.  We hope you enjoy the course, but more importantly are very successful.  All the best!

Mr S Borrill

Miss C Winter
	Term
	Week
	SAMPLE
Mr S Borrill
	SAMPLE
Miss C Winter

	Autumn
	1
	Induction to Course

· Course expectations & overview

· The World of Theatre Studies

· A Brief History of the Theatre

· Role of the Director


	Induction to Course

· Spontaneous Improvisation

· Team Building + Trust

· Role of the Actor

	
	2


	
	

	
	3


	
	

	
	4


	Representational Theatre

· Realism and Naturalism

· Stanislavski’s System

· The Given Circumstances

· Unit’s & Objectives

· Strasberg’s Method Acting


	Reading Signs of Performance

· Black box theatre

· Intention & effect

· Signs & Meanings

· Physical, visual & aural

· Theatre Conventions

· Performance Analysis Questionnaires

	
	5
	
	

	
	6


	Unit 1, Set Text 1:

Waiting for Godot (Beckett)

· Plot & sub-plot

· Use of language

· Form & Structure

· Visual, aural & spatial aspects

· Contextualising the play

· Subject matter & its’ treatment

· Characterisation

· Interpretation of Meaning

· Applying physical actions to text

· Vocalising the text


	

	
	7


	
	

	
	HT
	
	

	
	8


	
	Presentational Theatre

· Brechtian Theory

· Epic Theatre

· Verfrumdungseffekt

· Narrators & Music

· Gestus

· Rehearsal Techniques

· 

	
	9


	
	

	
	10


	
	

	
	11


	
	

	
	12


	
	Unit 1, Set Text 2:

Our Country’s Good (Wertenbaker)
· Subject matter & its’ treatment

	
	13


	
	

	
	14


	
	


	Term
	Week
	Mr S Borrill
	Miss G Astley

	Spring
	15
	Unit 2: Practical Examination

Students to be involved with the preparation, rehearsal, production and performance of a piece of theatre.

· Play selection

· Interpretation

· Setting & Design

· Casting

· Blocking

· Developing Characters

· Key Moments

· Technical & Dress Rehearsal

Provisional Examination Date: Tuesday 28th March ‘06 @ 7pm 
	Unit 1, Set Text 2:

Our Country’s Good (Wertenbaker)
· Plot & sub-plot

· Use of language

· Form & Structure

· Visual, aural & spatial aspects

· Contextualising the play

· Subject matter & its’ treatment

· Characterisation

· Interpretation of Meaning

· Applying physical actions to text

· Vocalising the text

	
	16


	
	

	
	17


	
	

	
	18


	
	

	
	19
	
	

	
	20


	
	

	
	HT
	
	

	
	21


	
	

	
	22


	
	

	
	23


	
	

	
	24


	
	

	
	25


	
	

	
	26


	
	

	EASTER HOLIDAYS



	Summer
	27


	Unit 3, Section A

· Preparation of Context Summary Notes

· Question Spotting

· Structuring a written response

· Using specialist vocabulary

· Writing in conventions

· Timed responses

· Revision techniques


	Unit 3, Section B

· Completion of Performance Analysis Notes

· Question Spotting

· Structuring a written response

· Using specialist vocabulary

· Writing in conventions

· Timed responses

· Revision techniques



	
	28


	
	

	
	29


	
	

	
	30


	
	

	
	31


	
	


