A2 Exam Paper
Transition

· a passing or change from one place, state, condition to another

· (in the arts) a change from one style to another

Here are some key concepts and ideas inspired by the theme that might help you begin your journey:

· decomposing, rotting, corroding, eroding, melting, polluting, evaporating, weathering

· maggots, woodworm, bacteria, fungus, rivers, glaciers

· forging, making, building, scaffolding, excavators, quarrying

· time, aging, puberty, adolescence, tanning, scarring, growing, shrinking, balding, height, childhood

· weather, sunset, dawn, flood, drought, harvest, cultivation

· journeys, transport, scrap yards
· cooking, burning, eating, digging, mowing

· composing, distorting, abstracting, adapting, recycling

Optional starting points

1) Natural Light is affected by both weather conditions and time of day.  Artists have always been interested in trying to capture the ephemeral nature of light in landscape.   William Turner, John Constable, Jean-Francois Millet produced many works that explored this.  Many artists revisit the same site over long periods of time capturing the changing moods brought by differing light.  This was especially true of the Impressionists such as Claude Monet, Camille Pissarro, Georges Seuret and Gustave Caillebotte. Others, such as contemporary artist Kevin Sinnott, try to take rapid snapshots of evocative moments, their work exhibiting speed of brushstroke necessary to freeze time.

2) Observing the effects of time on perishable objects.  Self portraits executed periodically over the life span of the artist reflect the changes that the face undergoes.  Stanley Spencer and Rembrandt both documented their progressive maturity with self portraits.  A plate of food or fruit undergoes an amazingly rapid transition from succulent and desirable to repugnant and repellent.  Even at its most advanced state of decay it still provides a visual feast of colours, shapes and forms.  Sam Taylor-Wood has explored these ideas in her recent works, Memento Mori and Still Life.
3) Artists have produced kinetic work that is in a perpetual state of motion.  Alexander Calder created mobiles that continuously change form.  Some have explored the concept of producing work that is transient, such as Andy Goldsworthy and Richard Long.  Others enjoy the longevity of certain materials and exploit the effects of time and weathering.  Often sculptures working in bronze such as Henry Moore and Auguste Rodin chemically treat the surface to simulate the process of ageing.  David Nash carbonises the surfaces of some of his large wooden sculptures to delay their inevitable decay.
