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13th October 2011 

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends of Nicholas Breakspear School

RE: TRANSPORT TO SCHOOL SEPTEMBER 2012

I am very pleased to announce that following consultations with a number of bus operators, we have reached agreement with Sullivan Buses to provide a network of dedicated school bus services   from September 2012. . With the threatened withdrawal of much of the current subsidy paid by Hertfordshire County Council for our school bus services we needed to find alternative arrangements. The Governors and I consider that the proposals put forward by Sullivan Buses meet the School’s needs and provide the best chance of maintaining sustainable school bus services when the contributions from Hertfordshire largely cease.  

Whilst the number of separate routes will be reduced virtually every bus stop that is currently served by our school buses will continue to be so. In the few cases where a bus stop is no longer served the walk to the nearest bus stop is only a few minutes. The principle that Sullivan Buses has applied in developing the network is that every child who currently uses a dedicated school bus to and from School will still be able to do so.

 One change is that most of the buses will stop at all stops on route enabling many children to be picked up and dropped off nearer their homes.  Sullivan Buses are proposing to set fares at approximately the level of their own local bus fares. In the majority of cases the fares are less than those currently charged by Hertfordshire.  Another change is that there will be an increased range of ticket options and tickets may be purchased on the bus on the day. Daily; weekly, half term; term; and annual tickets will be available and I hope this will provide an opportunity for more pupils to use the buses.  

We will be working with Sullivan Buses to ensure all parents and prospective parents of the School are fully aware of these bus services.  We hope parents will make full use of them.   Sullivan Buses will also attend open evenings and other School events to promote and provide information about the bus services.   There are significant benefits for the School if the buses are well used. 

All the buses will enter the School grounds and leave from there immediately after School at around 15.20.  Final details of the fares and timing of the services and in some cases the exact route taken by the bus have still to be decided.  We will provide these as soon as they are available.  But I am sure this news will provide great comfort to many of you. 
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Yours faithfully

Phil Jakszta

Headteacher

