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“Each Person is a unique creation of God. All of us are gifted. Every aspect of what we think and do should be based upon the Gospel values of Peace, Justice, Truth and Love.”

Nicholas Breakspear – The School of choice for all Catholic Parents.
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Introduction

Year 11 is the final year of compulsory education. However, most young people continue formal education until age 18 or 19. Successful completion of post-16 courses provides wider opportunities for the future, in an increasingly competitive job market. 

· You may wish to gain the necessary qualifications to apply for Higher Education, such as university.

· You may wish to gain a range of vocational or work-related qualifications relevant to a future career.

· You may wish to study a range of subjects for enjoyment.

It is essential that you make an appropriate choice of course at post-16. Studying an appropriate course increases the chances of completing the course and attaining the required standard for the qualification. 

Choosing the right course for you is very important. You may have clear ideas about what you want to do, or you may still feel very unclear about the best route forward. Either way there are many members of staff to guide and advise you at this stage.

Moving from Year 11 into the Sixth Form at Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School offers you:

· The opportunity to continue your education in a supportive Catholic environment

· A tradition of sound teaching and excellent results

· A continuity of student-teacher relationships

· A continuity of peer and friendship groups

· A whole school community in which to develop responsibilities and leadership skills towards the younger members

·  A supportive tutor system to guide and assist you through your course

· A Sixth Form Centre to help you achieve your academic goals.

Sixth Form Admissions Policy

Level Three Courses

In order to be considered for Level Three courses (A Levels, BTEC National) students are required to have achieved:

· A minimum of 5 GCSE passes at Grades A* to C, including English and Mathematics. 

Students wishing to study Arts/Humanities subjects at A level may be considered suitable if they have not achieved Grade C in Mathematics, but will not be eligible if the grade is lower than D.

· An average GCSE points score suitable for the chosen subject. (These are published in the options booklet for each subject). Most students are expected to take four subjects at AS level and then progress to A2 level in Year 13 with three subjects. If a BTEC National subject is taken (worth 2 A2 levels) then students may choose one A/S subject to study with this qualification.
· A subject may require a specific minimum grade to have been achieved at GCSE in order to progress to Level Three.
Level Two Courses

· Students who have not achieved 5 A* to C Grades at GCSE, including English and Maths, are eligible to apply for Level Two courses. These are one year courses (BTEC First Diploma in Travel and Tourism and OCR National in ICT).

· Students will be required to demonstrate an interest in, or aptitude for the course selected and may be invited to attend an interview with the course leader, to assess their suitability.

· In addition to the level two course, students will be required to attend re-sit classes in English and Mathematics for one year and then retake the GCSE examination if they have not achieved a C Grade. 
         Choosing the right course

At the time of selecting courses for post-16 education, GCSE results are unavailable.
However, you have been presented with predicted grades on a number of occasions throughout Years 10 and 11. The table below should help you decide the level you will have achieved by the end of Year 11.
	Level 1 
	A number of GCSE Grades D-G

	Level 2
	 5 GCSE Grades A*-C


It is important to select post-16 courses that are one level higher than your Year 11 attainment. For example:

	Example Student
	Year 11 Grades
	Achieved
	Post-16

	Student 1
	8 GCSE grades in the range A*-C
	Level 2
	Level 3

	Student 2
	8 GCSE grades in the range D-E
	Level 1
	Level 2


The type of qualification available at levels 2-3 in our Sixth Form education include:

	Level 3
	A/AS Levels  OR

 Vocational courses ie, BTEC (National Award/Certificate) 

	Level 2
	BTEC (First in Travel and Tourism)

GCSE Maths and English retake

OCR Nationals in ICT


VOCATIONAL COURSES

In September 2011 we will be offering 4 vocational courses for level 2 and 3 students. The courses that will be on offer are:

	LEVEL OF COURSE
	COURSE TITLE
	COURSE LENGTH
	WHAT DO I GET AT THE END?

	3
	BTEC Subsidiary Diploma  or BTEC Diploma in Sport 
	1 yr (Subsidiary Diploma)
2 yrs (Diploma)
	1 yr= Subsidiary Diploma = 1 A level

2 yrs = Diploma = 2 A levels

	3
	 BTEC Certificate/ Subsidiary Diploma in Applied Science.
	1 year (Certificate) 
2 year ( Subsidiary Diploma)


	1 year =Certificate = 1AS Level

2 year course = Subsidiary Diploma = 1 A Level



	3
	OCR Nationals in ICT Level 3
	 2 years
	 2 years = Diploma = 1A level

	2
	BTEC First Travel and Tourism and 
OCR National in ICT

	1 yr
	Equivalent to 4 GCSEs A*-C

Equivalent to 2 GCSE’s A*-C


If students have not attained a C grade in Maths and English they will be expected to attend resit Maths and English lessons. 
                                      Typical Timetable

All Sixth Form students at Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School follow a Curriculum Enrichment programme. This is made up of the Pastoral and PSHE programme which is centred on tutorial guidance, developing a Learning Plan, Careers & Higher Education planning, as well as aspects of health and social education. In addition, all students follow the RE programme and a Free Option afternoon. Examples of courses and a typical timetable over the two-week cycle for each of the qualifications are shown below:

	Level 3
	Level 2

	· A/AS, Applied GCE over two years

· Combination of 3/4 subjects from a range of options 

· BTEC Certificate/Subsidiary Diploma in Applied Science over two years as well a 2 AS level qualification 

· BTEC National Applied Science over two years as well as 2 AS level qualification

· OCR National in ICT over 2 years
· GCSE MATHS for students who have not achieved at least grade C.

· GCSE ENGLISH for students who have not achieved at least grade C.


	· BTEC First in one year

· BTEC First Travel and Tourism studied alongside OCR National in ICT
· GCSE MATHS  for students who have not achieved at least grade C
· GCSE ENGLISH for students who have not achieved at least grade C


	· 36 lessons of AS level courses (4 A/S levels)  or 20 lessons of BTEC National per cycle plus one A/S level course (29 Lessons) in 2 weeks.

· 6 lessons Curriculum Enrichment including:

· Free Option e.g. games

· PSHE

· General RE

· Remaining lessons – Independent private study.
· GCSE Maths and English retake classes
· Opportunities for work related learning
	· 29 lessons of BTEC first and OCR National courses per cycle (in 2 weeks)
· 6 lessons Curriculum Enrichment including:

· Free Option e.g. games

· PSHE

· General RE

· Remaining lessons – Community service or independent study.
· GCSE Maths and English classes
· Opportunities for work related learning


Course Entry Requirements

The general requirement for entry to Level 3 courses is 5 GCSE grades at C or above at Higher Tier Paper, including English & Maths . However, some courses at NBS have additional requirements for entry as set out below. Consortium schools will also have additional requirements in some subjects.

	Course
	Minimum Average GCSE Points Score
	Additional Criteria

	Art AS/A
	4.0
	The best foundation for success is a good grade at GCSE Art: Drawing & Painting, but in some cases a good grade in GCSE Art: Graphics may be appropriate.  If you have not studied either of these subjects but you have an aptitude for art, or if you are creative or have well-developed drawing skills, you may have the basic skills to succeed.  Above all, you should have a real interest in creating and understanding art, and the determination to develop that interest.

	Business Studies AS/A
	4.2
	Grade C or above in English Language and Mathematics.

	Communication Studies AS/A
	4.0
	English Language and Literature grade C. 

	English Literature AS/A
	4.1
	English Language and Literature at a minimum of grade B. 

	French AS/A
	5.0
	Grade B or above in GCSE French.

	Geography AS/A
	4.5
	Grade C in Geography or similar subject area. Prospective entrants to Geography AS level who have not covered Geography at GCSE level will be considered.

	German AS/A
	4.8
	Grade B or above in GCSE German.

	Government & Politics AS/A
	4.0
	Grade C or above in English Language and Mathematics.

	History AS/A
	4.6
	It is possible to study History at A Level without having studied History at GCSE level.  However, if History has been studied a minimum of a grade C must be achieved.


	Course
	Minimum Average GCSE Points Score
	Additional Criteria

	ICT OCR Nationals Level 3
	4.3

5 GCSEs (A* to C)
	Five GCSEs (A-C).

Discrete ICT lessons at key stage 3

Preferably grade C (Merit) in OCR Nationals Level 2 or similar.

	ICT OCR Nationals First Award level 2
	4 GCSEs (A* to G)
	Interview.

	Travel  & Tourism

BTEC First in Travel and Tourism
	4 GCSEs (A* to G)
	Interview.

	Mathematics AS/A
	5.0
	Students should have achieved a minimum of grade B in the Higher Tier paper.

	Physical Education AS/A
	4.3
	Grade C or above at GCSE Physical Education is desirable, but all students will be considered on their merits. However, an interest in the world of sport and the anatomy and physiology elements is essential.

	Psychology AS/A
	4.6
	Students must have English Language. Students must also have Mathematics or Science at grade B or above. 

	Philosophy of Religion and Ethics AS/A
	4.5
	A minimum grade C at GCSE RE and grade C in English Language. An interest in current affairs and the possession of skills in debating ethical issues are essential.

	Science: Biology AS/A
	5.1
	Grades B or above at GCSE Triple Science essential. Grade C in Mathematics is essential.

	Science: Chemistry AS/A
	5.2
	Grades B or above at GCSE Triple Science essential. Grade C in Mathematics is essential.

	Science: Physics AS/A
	5.2
	Grades B in Science at GCSE Triple Science essential. Grade B in Higher Tier Mathematics is essential. 

	Science: BTEC Applied Science
	4.3
	Grade C or above at GCSE Core Science is desirable, but all students will be considered on their merits. A grade C in English is required. An interest in the world of Science is essential.

	Sociology AS/A
	4.0
	5 GCSEs at grade C or above including English Language  

	Sport: BTEC 
	4.3

5 GCSEs (A* to C)
	It is preferable that students have grade C or above in GCSE PE or a pass at BTEC First Sport although those with a real commitment to the subject may be considered suitable for the course. A grade C in English Language is required.

	Theatre Studies
	4.0
	Grade C in English Language


Range of Subjects

Most students are expected to study four AS subjects, which gives them the opportunity to study a greater range of subjects than was traditional in the past, when students took three A levels.  Students, who in the past would have studied three science subjects or a range of arts subjects, can choose their fourth option from a different area of study.  Employers and universities view breadth in subject choices at AS level positively because it demonstrates the ability of students to pursue a range of subjects at advanced level. 

Most students will then drop one of these subjects at the end of the first year, continuing with three subjects to A2 level. The demands of the A2 course are higher than at AS level and this gives students more independent study time for research. Very able students occasionally take all four subjects on to A2 level. Students in the Sixth Form will also have the opportunity to undertake an extended project which is the equivalent to half an A2 level grade, and carries UCAS points to assist with university applications.
  Sixth Form Consortium

Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School is a member of the St Albans Post-16 Consortium. The consortium is a group of institutions that pool resources in order to provide a greater degree of subject choice to students. The subjects offered at schools other than NBS are shown on the options form. The institutions in the consortium are:

· Loreto College, Hatfield Road, St Albans

· Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School, Colney Heath Lane, St Albans

· St Albans Girls’ School, Sandridgebury Lane, St Albans

· St Michael’s Catholic High School, High Elms Lane, Garston

· Oaklands College, Hatfield Road, St Albans
As a student within the consortium you may be following courses at only one or two schools. It is not advisable to take subjects at more than two different schools. Each Level 3 subject will be timetabled in one morning and one afternoon session each week. This will mean travelling between the schools at most once per day. A free taxi service will be available to take you from one school to another at midday. You will be informed in plenty of time where your selection of courses will be taught. You will be allocated time to visit your consortium school in September to allow you to become familiar with the new school.

Time Line

The order of events leading up to the final allocation of courses in Year 12 is shown below.

	November 2011 
	Options booklet handed out

	1st December 2011
	Options Evening for students and parents

First indication of subject choices

	December 5th – 14th 2011
	Mock examinations

	January 2012
	Predicted grades and mock examination results issued to students

	16th January 2012
	Initial subject choices handed into the office

	26th January 2012
	Year 11 Parents’ Consultation Evening

	
	

	February 2012
	Construction of Option Blocks

	March 2012
	Option Blocks published

Students amend/confirm choices in light of revised blocks

	April 2012
	Course offers made to students following consultations/interviews

	May/June 2012
	GCSE Examinations

	July 2012
	Sixth Form Induction 

	23rd August 2012
	GCSE examination results issued and course selection revised in line with achievement

	September  2012

	Final choice of courses

Induction into home and consortium schools

Start of Year 12 courses 
Expectations Evening for parents


VOCATIONAL
COURSES
BTEC First Diploma in Travel and Tourism – Level 2 at Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School

	Subject Title
	Awarding Body
	Specification Number

	BTEC First Diploma in Travel and Tourism
	Edexcel
	

	Entry Requirements

4 A*-G grades at GCSE


	Course Content

Mandatory units – all three units must be completed

Unit 1: The UK Travel and Tourism Sector

Unit 2: Understanding Customer Service in Travel and Tourism

Unit 3: Understanding the Nature and Effects of World Travel

Optional units – The following units are also taken 

Unit 6: UK Tourism Destinations

Unit 7: European Holiday Destinations

Unit 9: Holiday Planning

Unit 10: Exploring Marketing in Travel and Tourism

Unit 11: Preparing for Employment in Travel and Tourism

Unit 13: Organising a Travel and Tourism Study Visit

Unit 14: Exploring Airports and Airlines

	Learning Methods and Assessment

While there are input lessons, this is very much a hands-on course, with students expected to initiate and develop assignments, with teacher support and guidance. Students are expected to gather their information from a wide range of sources, including visits, interviews, the internet, work experience, role play and texts. The Leisure and Tourism room  has a bank of seven fully networked computers

Coursework assignments - assessed internally and moderated externally.

Students can gain an overall Pass, Merit or Distinction grade.

	Expectations of Students

Enthusiasm, motivation and commitment to hard work.  Students are required to work individually and in a team and must be able to learn to negotiate with other students and staff alike.  

	Careers Implications

A qualification can help lead onto Higher Education courses, such as ‘A’ Levels. It provides the underpinning knowledge for the National Occupational Standards, as well as developing practical skills in preparation for work and possible achievement in NVQs in due course.  It can help students enter work in a related field, such as travel agent, hotel or leisure centre work.

	For More Information Contact

Mr D Carrasco-Morley / Mr T Short


OCR Nationals First Award in ICT-Level 2 at Nicholas Breakspear Catholic 

                                                           School

	Subject Title
	Awarding Body
	Specification Number

	OCR Nationals First Award in ICT Level 2
	OCR
	

	Entry Requirements

There are no essential requirements for this course but the following are recommended:

4 GCSEs (A* to G)

Every student should have had discrete ICT lessons during key stage three.

	Course Content

OCR Nationals are vocationally related qualifications that are proving hugely popular with schools because they are recognised and valued qualifications that are suitable for all learners.
This course improves student’s knowledge and understanding about the use of ICT in the technology sector.  Students will get independent and practical experience related to employment situations which will improve their employability when being recruited for a job that requires ICT.

	Learning Methods and Assessment

This course is 100% coursework based and externally assessed by a moderator.  Most of the course requires students to focus independently on project work.  Students need to complete three units (ICT for business and two others).    

Students can achieve a pass, merit or distinction for the First Award.
Students that are found to progress exceptionally well during the course have the opportunity to complete an additional unit providing them with access to an additional GCSE.

	Expectations of students

The pupil must attend a minimum of 90 guided learning hours and all students should be willing to learn new ICT skills and have good self discipline when completing the project briefs.

Students must be willing to work on the practical tasks independently outside of the guided learning hours.  Access to ICT at home is beneficial.



	Careers Implications

This qualification supports progression on to an NVQ related qualification This qualification is the equivalent of 1 GCSE (A* -G) or 2 GCSE’s (A* - C). 


	For More Information Contact

Head of ICT – Mr A Lambert


OCR Nationals in ICT Level 3 at Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School

	Subject Title
	Awarding Body
	Specification Number

	OCR Nationals in ICT Level 3
	OCR
	

	Entry Requirements

Five GCSEs (A-C).

Discrete ICT lessons at key stage 3

Preferably grade C (Merit) in OCR Nationals Level 2 or similar.



	Course Content

Course consists of 4 mandatory Units

Unit 1 Digital Business Communication

Unit 2 Collaborative working

Unit 3 Problem Solving

Unit 4 Creating a digital showcase

Plus 2 other Units out of a list of 24 to be determined. 



	Learning Methods and Assessment

Each unit is broken down into Assessments Objectives (AO’s) There are on average 6 AO’s per unit.
Each AO is broken down into Pass, Merit and Distinction steps.

These steps are carefully explained in a mark sheet that is constantly available and referred to often.

Assessment is via coursework that is externally moderated.

The course is completed over 2 years and is worth 1 Alevel.

	Expectations of students

Pupils should have a good self discipline and be able to keep to strict coursework deadlines.    Every pupil must have over 90% attendance to ensure effective monitoring and assessment of pupil’s coursework.



	Careers Implications

The OCR Nationals Level 3 provides a broad introduction to the subject and prepares you effectively for study in higher education. 



	For More Information Contact

Mr A Lambert


+

BTEC Subsidiary Diploma/ Diploma in Sport – Level 3

                

   at Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School
	Subject Title
	Awarding Body
	Specification Number

	BTEC Subsidiary Diploma/ Diploma in Sport
	Edexcel
	

	Entry Requirements

Average Points Score 4.3

Grade C or above at GCSE Physical Education is desirable, but all students will be considered on their merits. A grade C in English is required. An interest in the world of sport is essential.

	Course Content

1 year course – Subsidiary Diploma, equivalent to one A Level

2 year course – Diploma, equivalent to 2 A Levels

Both courses consist of a variety of modules, some of which are compulsory set by Edexcel and some are chosen by the school. Modules include:

Work based experience in sport

Sport Nutrition

The Body in Action

Psychology for Sport Performance

Training and Fitness

Sports injuries

Practical team sports

Whilst taking the course students will also have the opportunity to complete the Community Sports Leadership Award.

	Learning Methods and Assessment

A variety of teaching styles are adopted throughout the course to suit the module being taught. Students will be expected to use a variety of research tools to complete their assignments such as internet, field studies, video analysis and group work. The grading and assessing is all assignment based and there is no exam.

	Expectations of Students

The course is approximately 15 hours a week and students are required to undertake in a lot of independent learning.  An enthusiastic and committed approach is required for this challenging and enjoyable course.

	Careers Implications

There are several natural progressions following the study of BTEC National Certificate.  Sport and recreation, Sports Science, the Leisure Industry and Sports Coaching are just a few examples.

	For More Information Contact

Miss J Fisher


BTEC Certificate/ Subsidary Diploma Applied Science – Level 3

                

   at Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School
	Subject Title
	Awarding Body
	Specification Number

	BTEC Certificate/Subsidiary Diploma in Applied Science
	Edexcel
	

	Entry Requirements

Average Points Score 4.3

Grade C or above at GCSE Core Science is desirable, but all students will be considered on their merits. A grade C in English is required. An interest in the world of Science is essential.

	Course Content

1 year course – Certificate, equivalent to one AS Level

2 year course – Subsidiary Diploma, equivalent to 1 A Level

Both courses consist of a variety of modules, some of which are compulsory some are individual choice.  Modules include:

Fundamentals of Science

Working in the Science Industry

Scientific Practical Techniques

Physiology of Human Body Systems

Microbiological Techniques

Chemical Laboratory Techniques

The students will be required to take a practical option.  Whilst taking the course students will also have the opportunity to complete the Community Sports Leadership Award, an emergency first aid certificate and numerous governing body awards.

	Learning Methods and Assessment

A variety of teaching styles are adopted throughout the course including self discovery and both teacher and student led sessions.  The grading and assessing is all assignment based and there is no exam.

	Expectations of Students

The course is 9 hours a fortnight and students are required to undertake a lot of independent learning.  An enthusiastic and committed approach is required for this challenging and enjoyable course.

	Careers Implications

There are several natural progressions following the study of BTEC Applied Science. Laboratory technicians, Forensic Scientists, Pathologists, Criminologists, Physcologists

	For More Information Contact

Dr P Sutton


AS / A LEVEL
COURSES

Art (AS/A2) at Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School

	Subject Title
	Awarding Body
	Specification Number

	Art AS

Art A2
	Edexcel

Edexcel
	8AD01
9AD01

	Entry Requirements

Average Points Score: 4.0

The best foundation for success is a good grade at GCSE Art: Drawing & Painting or in Art: Graphics.  If you have not studied either of these subjects but you have an aptitude for art, or if you are creative or have well-developed drawing skills, you may have the basic skills to succeed.  Above all, you should have a real interest in creating and understanding art, and the determination to develop that interest. If Art has been studied at GCSE level a grade C or above is required.

	Course Content

AS

Unit 1: Art and Design Coursework (working on a set theme and developing your work to a conclusion).  

Unit 2: Externally set assignment (a question paper will be given to you early in the summer term in the first year of the course, giving you a choice of questions.  This will be taken as a formal 8 hour examination at the end of the AS course, and represents the culmination of your work so far).

A2

Unit 3: Art and Design Coursework.  Practical work/Personal Study (linking your own practical work with a broader study of the world of art, craft and design)

Unit 4: Externally set assignment (a question paper will be given to you early in the summer term in the second year of the course, giving you a choice of questions.  This will be taken as a formal 12 hour examination at the end of the A2 course, and represents the culmination of your work so far).

	Learning Methods and Assessment

You will experience teacher directed sessions.  You will be working with a number of different techniques at A Level.  These will include oil painting, formal observation drawing, print-making and ceramics.  A number of trips will also be organised by the department.  The course is predominantly student-centred, with each individual developing their own lines of enquiry and distinctive style.

Unit 1: 60% AS Level, 30% A Level.


Unit 3: 30% A Level.

Unit 2: 40% AS Level, 20% A Level.


Unit 4: 20% A Level.

	Expectations of Students

The course is designed to enable individuals to follow their own particular interests, so a great deal of independent study will be expected.  You must be able to work on your own outside the classroom sessions.  This requires a great deal of self-discipline, so a willingness to spend extra time preparing studies and developing your ideas is important.  You also need enthusiasm and commitment to enable you to create original and exciting work!

	Careers Implications

The course offers practical skills suitable for a variety of careers such as design, advertising and marketing.

	For More Information Contact

Mrs A Borrill


  Biology (AS/A2) at Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School

	Subject Title
	Awarding Body
	Specification Number

	Biology AS

Biology A2
	AQA

AQA
	1411
2411

	Entry Requirements

Average Points Score: 5.1

Grade B or above at GCSE Triple Science. Grade C in GCSE Mathematics is essential.

	Course Content

AS

Unit 1
Biology & Disease
Unit 2
The Variety of Living Organisms
Unit 3
Investigative and Practical Skills in AS Biology
A2

Unit 4
Population and Environment
Unit 5
Control in Cells and in Organisms
Unit 6
Investigative and Practical Skills in A2 Biology

	Learning Methods and Assessment

Whole class teaching using active learning techniques to help develop the student’s synoptic skills, practical investigations using data-logging equipment, class or group discussion/debates about the issues surrounding modern biology and the use of IT as an aid in producing graphical presentations and working out statistical formulae.

Unit 1
Examination

1 ¼ hours
(AS Level = 33.3 %/ A Level = 16.7 %)

Unit 2
Examination

1 ¾ hours
(AS Level = 46.7 %/ A Level = 23.3 %)

Unit 3
Coursework

N/A

(AS Level = 20 % / A Level = 10 %)

Unit 4
Examination

1 ½ hours
(A Level = 16.7 %)

Unit 5
Examination

2 ¼ hours
(A Level = 23.3 %)

Unit 6
Coursework

1 ¾ hours
(A Level = 10 %)

	Expectations of Students

To perform at their best at all times.

To complete about 5 hours homework/research a week.

To sustain and develop their enjoyment of, and interest in, biology.

To develop their synoptic skills in order to understand and evaluate scientific problems.

	Careers Implications

Biology ‘A’ Level can open the door to many careers.  Some such as medicine and veterinary science are fairly obvious options but there are now many exciting new opportunities in fields such as scientific journalism, genetic and sports science.  Biology is often a good ‘link’ subject between Arts and Sciences and may fit in well with non Science subjects for those who wish to follow a broad Curriculum in preparation for degree level study.

	For More Information Contact

Dr P Sutton



Business Studies (AS/A2) at Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School

	Subject Title
	Awarding Body
	Specification Number

	Business Studies AS

Business Studies A2
	AQA

AQA
	1131
2131

	Entry Requirements

Average Points Score: 4.2

C or above in English Language and Mathematics.

	Course Content

AS

The overall aim is to encourage candidates to develop a critical understanding of the internal functions of contemporary business organisations, the context in which they operate, the markets they serve and the process of adding value.  The external environment within which businesses operate and the effects this can have upon decision-making within a business and to achieve this by enabling students to take a problem-solving approach.
Unit 1 BUSS1   Planning and Financing a business   
· Starting a business

· Financing a business

Unit 2 BUSS2   Managing a business        
· Finance

· People in Business

· Operations Management

· Marketing and the Competitive Environment

A2  Unit 3 BUSS3   Strategies for Success
· Functional Objectives and Strategies

· Financial Strategies and Accounts

· Marketing Strategies

· Operational Strategies

· Human Resource Strategies 

Unit 4 BUSS4   The Business Environment and Managing Change

· Corporate Aims and Objectives

· Assessing Changes in the Business Environment

· Managing Change

	Learning Methods and Assessment

Practical and applied. Theories are explored and real examples investigated. Ideas unfold, developing an understanding of the relationships on which business and the economy are based.  
Examination

Unit 1 – BUSS1 1 hour 15 mins (AS Level = 40%/A level = 20%) 

Unit 2 – BUSS2 1 hour 30 mins  (AS level = 60%/A level = 30%)

Unit 3 – BUSS3 1 hour 45 mins (A level = 25%)

Unit 4 – BUSS4 1 hour 45 mins (A level = 25%)

	Expectations of Students

Students will organise their work to meet homework and coursework deadlines. It is essential to read a quality newspaper and gain awareness of current events to build up background knowledge.

	Careers Implications

This Business Studies course lays the foundation for further study of the subject or related subjects in higher education.  In addition it is a worthwhile course for candidates to develop knowledge and understanding in terms of general education and lifelong learning.  Equally the material studied would be useful for students intending to pursue careers in any area of business.

	For More Information Contact
Mr Callanan or Ms Gwilt


Chemistry (AS/A2) at Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School

	Subject Title
	Awarding Body
	Specification Number

	Chemistry AS

Chemistry A2
	AQA

AQA
	1421
2421

	Entry Requirements

Average Points Score: 5.2

Grade B or above at GCSE Triple Science. Grade C in GCSE Mathematics is essential.

	Course Content

AS

Unit 1
Foundation Chemistry
Unit 2
Chemistry in Action
Unit 3
Investigative and Practical Skills in AS Chemistry

A2

Unit 4
Kinetics, Equilibria and Organic Chemistry
Unit 5
Energetics, Redox and Inorganic Chemistry
Unit 6
Investigative and Practical Skills in A2 Chemistry

	Learning Methods and Assessment

Whole class teaching using active learning techniques to help develop the student’s synoptic skills, practical investigations using data-logging equipment, class or group discussion/debates about the issues surrounding modern Chemistry. The use of Information Technology as an aid in producing graphical presentations.

Unit 1
Examination

1 ¼ hours
(AS Level = 33.3 % / A Level = 16.7 %)

Unit 2
Examination

1 ¾ hours
(AS Level = 46.7 % / A Level = 23.3 %)

Unit 3
Centre-Assessed



(AS Level = 20% / A Level = 10 %)

Unit 4
Examination

1 ¾ hours
(A Level = 20 %)

Unit 5
Examination

1 ¾ hours
(A Level = 20 %)

Unit 6
Centre-Assessed Coursework

(A Level = 10 %)

	Expectations of Students

To perform at their best at all times.

To complete about 5 hours homework/research a week.

To sustain and develop their enjoyment of, and interest in, Chemistry.

To develop their synoptic skills in order to understand and evaluate scientific problems.

	Careers Implications

Agriculture, Biochemistry, Chemical engineering, Chemistry, Medicine, Food Industry, Management, Law, Pharmacy, Veterinary Science.

	For More Information Contact

Dr P Sutton


Communication and Culture (AS/A2) at Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School

	Subject Title
	Awarding Body
	Specification Number

	Communication and Culture AS 

Communication and Culture AS
	AQA

AQA
	1626
2626

	Entry Requirements

Average Points Score: 4.0. Grade C in English language and literature required

	Course Content

AS Outline

At AS, Units 1 and 2 provide an integrated and complementary introduction to the study of communication and culture. Both units deal with the personal level of communication and candidates' own experience of cultural products and cultural practices. The interaction between the individual and the broader cultural environment is a key area of investigation:

· Unit 1: Understanding Communication and Culture 

· Unit 2: The Individual and Contemporary Culture: Portfolio. 
A2 Outline

At A2, Units 3 & 4 build on the work established in the AS; providing an integrated and extensive programme of study. Texts and contexts are more challenging and there is greater focus on theoretical approaches to contemporary culture. Both Units cover broader issues of cultural reproduction and transmission, with a plethora of critical opinions and perspectives; key concepts switch from identity to power:

· Unit 3: Communicating Culture 

· Unit 4: Communication and Culture in Practice: Portfolio. 

	Learning Methods and Assessment

 Unit 1 – COMM1

Understanding Communication and Culture

50% of AS, 25% of A Level

Written paper, 1 hour 45 minutes

Unit 2 – COMM2

The Individual and Contemporary Culture: Portfolio

50% of AS, 25% of A Level

Externally set topics, internally marked and externally moderated. Web-Folio/Portfolio of work

Unit 3 – COMM3

Communicating Culture

25% of A Level

Written paper, 2 hours. Compulsory question and choice of one essay question

Unit 4 – COMM4

Communication and Culture in Practice: Portfolio

25% of A Level

Externally set topics, internally marked and externally moderated. Web-Folio/Portfolio of work

	Expectations of Students

You will be assessed as you develop and examined in two equal parts. Half your marks will be awarded for a written exam and the other half for a portfolio of coursework. The topics you write about are really interesting, such as

popular music, shopping as retail therapy and communication through signage and graffiti. What’s more, you can present your ideas in a mixed media style.

	Careers Implications

Communication and Culture presents a world of opportunity that can open quite a few doors for you. If you’re interested in Marketing, Public Relations, Advertising and Journalism as a career then you’ll have made the perfect start. You may fancy Education, Social Work or Law as another option and even Medicine, Nursing and Teaching present great opportunities to go for..

	For More Information Contact

Ms S Collins


Drama & Theatre Studies (AS/A2) at Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School

	Subject Title


	Awarding Body
	Specification Number

	AS Drama & Theatre Studies

 A2 Drama & Theatre Studies
	Edexcel

Edexcel
	8DR01

9DR01



	Entry Requirements

Average Points Score: 4.0

A minimum grade of C in English is required as well as enthusiasm and interest in the subject.  GCSE Drama or other practical experience in this field is preferred.   



	Course Content

Advanced Level Drama & Theatre Studies is not just aimed at students who wish to pursue careers in the performing arts.  It is a wide-ranging course that will develop numerous transferable skills.  The course often links well with other Arts subjects, Media, English or Psychology.

Unit 1: Exploration of Drama and Theatre.

Section A:  Students are required to study two plays in a practical and active manner.  At least one play will be explored in light of a recognised theatre practitioner.  In addition, students keep an investigative record of textual analysis and practical workshops undertaken.

Section B:  Students are required to experience a live performance and submit a written evaluation of their experience.

Unit 2:
Theatre Text in Performance.

This unit offers students the opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of theatre in a performance environment.  Each student will offer either a monologue or duologue, and take part in a group performance of a dramatic text.

Unit 3:  Exploration of Dramatic Performance.

Students are required to create a unique and original piece of theatre of between 15and 30 minutes in length for presentation to an invited audience.  In addition they will produce a written portfolio, evaluating the process, development and final performance.

Unit 4:  Theatre Text in Context.

Students are required to explore in detail one prescribed play from the viewpoint of a director and research one prescribed historical period of theatrical development.

 

	Learning Methods and Assessment
Primarily a practical approach supported by written assignments, research and discussion.

Unit 1 – Coursework.  Practical workshops and written assignments (4000 words maximum).

Unit 2 – Externally assessed, practical examination, with 500-word written interpretation concept.

Unit 3 – Coursework.  Research, development, performance and evaluation skills are all assessed.

Unit 4 – A 2 hour 30 minutes written examination.  Annotated copies of the prescribed text and research notes are permitted in the examination.

Overall both the AS and A2 courses have a weighting of 40% coursework and 60% examination.  In terms of the delivery, the course roughly equates to 50% practical and 50% written work.

  

	Expectations of Students

This is a demanding course that requires students to undertake a great deal of background research.  In addition to lessons, students are expected to give of their own time when rehearsing for practical projects.



	Careers Implications

Past students have progressed on to degree courses or careers in Film Production, Journalism, Marketing, Media, Psychology, Professional Theatre and Teacher training.



	For More Information Contact

Miss K Squires




English Literature (AS/A2) at Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School

	Subject Title
	Awarding Body
	Specification Number

	English Literature AS

English Literature A2
	AQA

AQA
	1746
2746

	Entry Requirements

Average Points Score: 4.1

A minimum B grade in English Language and Literature GCSE. 

	Course Content

AS

Unit 1: Aspects of narrative – 2 hours open book exam. Four texts to study – at least one post 1990 and two poetry texts 1800-1945.

Unit 2: –Dramatic Genres – coursework. Minimum of two texts to study within dramatic genre of tragedy. A portfolio of two pieces of written coursework. One piece of coursework on a Shakespeare play.

A2

Unit 3: Texts and Genres – Minimum of 3 texts for study, including at least one from 1300-1800. Topics to choose: elements of Gothic or Elements of Pastoral.

Unit 4: Further and Independent Reading – Minimum 3 texts for study including one pre-released anthology of critical writing applies to a piece of literature. A portfolio of 2 pieces of written coursework.



	Learning Methods and Assessment

Most members of the English Department deliver the course. Teaching includes essays, seminar papers and presentations, informed and imaginative extensions of writing, dramatised sequencing and role-play.

AS: Unit 1:  2 hour exam (open book).  Unit 2:  Coursework.  Unit 3:  2 hour exam (closed book).
A2: Unit 4:  Coursework

	Expectations of Students

A minimum of eight hours' reading preparation and coursework per week during Year 12 with a corresponding increase in Year 13. We expect a minimum of 3 hours preparation and writing time for a practice essay, correspondingly more for a major coursework piece.

	Careers Implications

English is a strong basis for a wide range of career options.  These include Journalism, working in the Media, Law, Teaching, Personnel, Publishing, Public Relations, Advertising, Business Administration and Performing Arts.



	For More Information Contact

Ms Giddins


French (AS/A2) at Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School

	Subject Title
	Awarding Body
	Specification Number

	French AS

French A2
	Edexcel
Edexcel
	8FR01
9FR01

	Entry Requirements

Average Points Score: 5.0

A grade B or above in GCSE French.

	Course Content

AS

Unit 1

Speaking, stimuli and topics

Unit 2

Listening, reading and writing

A2

Unit 3
              Speaking, oral discussion 

Unit 4
              Translation and prescribed topics. Writing in registers.



	Learning Methods and Assessment

A variety of teaching methods is used in the Sixth Form including studying texts and topic areas, listening to authentic materials, using videos and undertaking research via the Internet.  More accuracy is required in written French at A level and therefore grammar is taught at a much greater depth so that students can gain confidence in writing essays accurately and speaking fluently.  Students work towards oral fluency through role-plays and discussions in class. French study days in London are offered.

Unit 1 AS/A2 = 30%    GCE weighting = 15%

Unit 2 AS/A2 = 70%    GCE weighting = 35%

Unit 3 AS/A2 = 35%    GCE weighting = 17.5%

Unit 4 AS/A2 = 65%    GCE weighting = 32.5%

Please note that there is no coursework option.



	Expectations of Students

Enthusiasm and commitment are essential on this challenging and enjoyable course. Students must be willing to do extra reading and listening in their own time. Thorough preparation of text work is expected and work must be handed in on time. An interest in current affairs is essential in order to be able to discuss and write about the topics studied eg. the environment, the media, health, sports, education etc.

	Careers Implications

A language qualification is increasingly valuable in every area of work.  Every subject can be combined with a language at University level, and language graduates are highly sought after by employers.

	For More Information Contact

Ms H Wright


Geography (AS/A2) at Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School

	Subject Title
	Awarding Body
	Specification Number

	Geography AS

Geography A2
	AQA

AQA
	1031
2031

	Entry Requirements

Average Points Score: 4.5

Grade C in Geography or similar subject area. Prospective entrants to Geography AS level who have not covered Geography at GCSE level will be considered.

	Course Content

AS

Unit 1 Physical And Human Geography
Core Physical: Rivers, floods and Management

Core Human:   Population

Options:

Health Issues or Food Supply Issues or Energy Issues

Cold Environments or Coastal Environments or Hot Desert Environments

Unit 2 Geographical Skills

A geographical skills paper based on the content of Unit 1.

A2

Unit 3 Contemporary Geographical Issues

Plate Tectonics and Associated Hazards

Ecosystems: Change and Challenge

Contemporary conflicts and challenges

World Cities

Unit 4A Geography Fieldwork Investigation

Or 

Unit 4B Geographical Issue Evaluation


	Learning Methods and Assessment

 The main approach is one of enquiry. The course makes use of many resources including worksheets, structural questions, class discussions, role play, the internet, library research, public debates, and similar methods. The use of case studies for all topics is paramount.

AS

Unit 1  Physical and Human Geography                                  70% AS and 35% A level

Unit 2 Geographical Investigations                                           30% AS and 15% A Level

A2

Unit 3 Contemporary Geographical Issues                              30% A level

Unit 4 Geographical Research                                                   20% A level



	Expectations of Students

You will be expected to put in a lot of time outside lessons to read around the subject and to take extra notes.  You will need to read a daily newspaper or the internet to keep up to date with events and changes in the world.  You will be expected to keep a file of news clippings or internet notes on the syllabus modules.

	Careers Implications

Geography can be used in a wide range of careers, either by using specific geography skills (such as town planning, park ranger, traffic work in local government) or by virtue of showing that you have a trained analytical mind (such as insurance, journalism, marketing, and public relations).  It is a qualification accepted by all Universities and Colleges.

	For More Information Contact

Miss V. Barratt


German (AS/A2) at Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School
	Subject Title
	Awarding Body
	Specification Number

	German AS

German A2
	Edexcel
Edexcel
	8GN01
9GN01

	Entry Requirements

Average Points Score: 5.0

A grade B or above in GCSE German.

	Course Content

AS

Unit 1

Speaking, stimuli and topics

Unit 2

Listening, reading and writing

A2

Unit 3
              Speaking, oral discussion 

Unit 4
              Translation and prescribed topics. Writing in registers.



	Learning Methods and Assessment

A variety of teaching methods is used in the Sixth Form including studying texts and topic areas, listening to authentic materials, using videos and undertaking research via the Internet.  More accuracy is required in written German at A level and therefore grammar is taught at a much greater depth so that students can gain confidence in writing essays accurately and speaking fluently.  Students work towards oral fluency through role-plays and discussions in class. German study days in London are offered.
Unit 1 AS/A2 = 30%    GCE weighting = 15%

Unit 2 AS/A2 = 70%    GCE weighting = 35%

Unit 3 AS/A2 = 35%    GCE weighting = 17.5%

Unit 4 AS/A2 = 65%    GCE weighting = 32.5%

Please note that there is no coursework option.



	Expectations of Students

Enthusiasm and commitment are essential on this challenging and enjoyable course. Students must be willing to do extra reading and listening in their own time. Thorough preparation of text work is expected and work must be handed in on time. An interest in current affairs is essential in order to be able to discuss and write about the topics studied eg. the environment, the media, health, sports, education etc.

	Careers Implications

A language qualification is increasingly valuable in every area of work.  Every subject can be combined with a language at University level, and language graduates are highly sought after by employers. Such as publishing, Banking and Teaching.  

	For More Information Contact

Ms H Wright


Government & Politics (AS/A2) at Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School
	Subject Title
	Awarding Body
	Specification Number

	Government & Politics AS

Government & Politics A2
	Edexcel

Edexcel
	8GP01
9GP01

	Entry Requirements
Average Points Score: 4.0 

5 GCSE at grade C or above including English Language  


	Course Content
AS
Unit 1        Democracy, Party policies, Elections, Pressure groups

Unit 2        Constitution, Parliament, Prime Minister & Cabinet, Judiciary & Civil liberties   (To include EU impact)             

A2
Unit 3         Key Themes in Political Analysis – Global Politics : Political Theory, Sovereignty, Globalisation,  World Order,                                  International Organisations and the EU

Unit 4         Extended themes in Political Analysis-Global Politics: –International Law, Global Economics, War & Terrorism, Global Warming and Environmental degradation, The Global South, Poverty & Development, Human Rights,  Humanitarian Intervention


	Learning Methods and Assessment
Classes at both levels will include teacher explanations, notes, spider diagrams, discussions, reading, web research, tests & group competitions, and exam skills. Regular practice exam questions will be set and marked according to examination standard, full feedback will be given. 

At AS level, there are two examinations: both last 1 hr 20 mins. 

Unit 1 Exam; two structured Questions to be answered from a choice of 4; 

Unit 2 Exam; one stimulus based question from a choice of two, and one extended  question. 

At A2 level There are 2 exams both lasting 1hour 30 mins.

Unit 3 Exam; three short answer questions from a choice of five, and one essay question from a choice of three

Unit 4 Exam; three short answer questions from a choice of five, and one essay question from a choice of three



	Expectations of Students
Students will be expected to develop an interest in national and international politics by following the news, reading, discussing current political events and reading around the subject.  Full attendance and completion of homework is taken as a basic requirement along with 5 hours private study per week.



	Careers Implications
Government and Politics can be used in a wide range of careers.  A qualification in Government and Politics shows an analytical mind, which is useful in careers such as law, politics, accountancy, media, journalism and public relations.  
It is a qualification readily accepted as a demanding academic A Level by Universities and Colleges.



	For More Information contact Sam Twombley



History (AS/A2) at Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School

	Subject Title
	Awarding Body
	Specification Number

	History AS

History A2
	Edexcel

Edexcel
	8HI01
9HI01

	Entry Requirements

Average Points Score: 4.6

A grade C at GCSE level in both History and English. It is possible to study History at A Level without having studied History at GCSE level. If History was not studied at GCSE then a grade B at GCSE English is required.

	Course Content

AS

Module 1: Russia 1881-1953

Module 2: Experience of Warfare in Britain 1854 -1929

A2

Module 3: Super-power Relations 1944-1990

Module 4: USA 1877-1981



	Learning Methods and Assessment

A variety of teaching methods is adopted throughout the course. Most lessons are centred on class discussion informed by teacher notes and student background reading. Regular note taking and essay writing are key methods. In addition historical sources are analysed and student led seminar sessions are a feature of each modular study. The Department has a wide range of Video material and DVD’s to support student study.

Module 1
Examination
1 hour 20mins               
(AS Level=50%/A Level =25%)

Module 2
Examination
1 hour 20 mins      
(AS Level=50%/A Level=25%)

Module 3
Examination
2 hours               
               (A Level=30%)

Module 4
Coursework
               
               (A Level=20%)



	Expectations of Students

Regular background reading remains the key to success at History A Level. This should be supplemented by the willingness to plan written work carefully and meet deadlines. It is expected that students will take an active interest in current affairs to inform their studies.



	Careers Implications

History can be used in a wide range of careers, either by using specific historical skills (such as source analyst, museum curator, local government officer, teacher) or by virtue of showing that you have a trained analytical mind and can develop independent conclusive arguments (such as graduate management schemes, marketing).  It is a qualification accepted by all Universities and Colleges.



	For More Information Contact

Mr Laing


Mathematics (AS/A2) at Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School

	Subject Title
	Awarding Body
	Specification Number

	Mathematics AS

Mathematics A2
	Edexcel

Edexcel
	8371
9371

	Entry Requirements

Average Points Score: 5.0

Students should have achieved a minimum of grade B in the Higher Tier examination. 

	Course Content

AS

An AS level can be obtained through a combination of three modules.  Pure Mathematics 1 (C1), Pure Mathematics (C2), Statistics 1 (S1). 

A2

An Advanced GCE can be obtained by completion of another three units in addition to those studied at AS Level. Students have to study Pure Mathematics (C3), Pure Mathematics (C4) and Mechanics (M1).

Details of the specification content for the modules above can be obtained from www.edexcel.org.uk

	Learning Methods and Assessment

Whole class teaching, discussions, group work and use of ICT with regard to certain topics will all be used as learning methods. Each module will be examined by a paper of 1 hour 30 minutes.  All papers are equally weighted. Students sit a class test after each chapter in every module.

	Expectations of Students

Enthusiasm, dedication and commitment are essential on this enjoyable, challenging yet highly rewarding course.  

	Careers Implications

Qualifications in Mathematics studied post-16 is very valuable as a supporting subject to many courses at Advanced GCE and degree level, especially in the Sciences, Geography, Psychology and Sociology.  Higher education courses or Careers that either require or are strongly related include Economics, Medicine, Architecture, Engineering, Accountancy, Teaching, Psychology, Environmental Studies and Information and Communication Technology. 



	For More Information Contact

Mr P McGarvie


 Physical Education (AS/A2) at Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School

	Subject Title
	Awarding Body
	Specification Number

	Physical Education AS

Physical Education A2
	OCR

OCR
	H145
H554

	Entry Requirements

Average Points Score: 4.3

Grade C or above at GCSE Physical Education is desirable, but all students will be considered on their merits. An interest in the world of sport and the anatomy and physiology elements is essential.

	Course Content

AS

Module 1

Skill Acquisition & Anatomy & Physiology

Module 2

Contemporary Studies

Module 3

Practical Performance

A2

Module 4

History & Psychology of Sport

Module 5

Exercise Physiology & Synoptic

Module 6

Practical Performance

	Learning Methods and Assessment

A variety of teaching styles are adopted throughout the course including self discovery and both teacher and student led sessions. Discussions, note taking and an ability to be practically involved are an integral part of the course.

AS
G451 (2 hours)

There are four compulsory structured questions. Candidates answer two questions in Section A on application of Anatomical and Physiological Knowledge to Improve Performance, and two questions in Section B on Acquiring and Performing Movement Skills and socio cultural studies. Each question will be in a structured format with sub-sections.
A2

G453 (2 hours and 30mins)

This question paper has two questions and candidates will be expected to answer 3 questions. Section A is the socio cultural options. Students will be expected to answer at least one question on historical studies or comparative studies. Section B is the scientific option where students will be expected to answer at least one question on sports psychology, biomechanics or exercise and sports physiology.
G452: Performance and its Improvement through Critical Analysis

Candidates are assessed in two chosen activities, from two different activity profiles. The assessment is divided and weighted as follows:

The selection and application of acquired and developed skills (20% of the AS)

Personal Performance Portfolio (10% of the AS)

	Expectations of Students

Two sports must be chosen and a Personal Performance Portfolio must be completed. An ability to perform two sports to a reasonable level is essential. All students perform a variety of fitness tests. Students are expected to improve their own sporting interests outside of school. An enthusiastic and committed approach is required for this challenging and enjoyable course.

	Careers Implications

There are several natural progressions following the study of Physical Education.  Sport and recreation, Sports Science, Physiotherapy, PE teaching and Sports Coaching are just a few examples.  The course also complements other post-16 courses such as Biology and Psychology. 



	For More Information Contact

Ms J Fisher


Physics A (AS/A2) at Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School

	Subject Title
	Awarding Body
	Specification Number

	Physics A AS

Physics A A2
	AQA

AQA
	1451
2451

	Entry Requirements

Average Points Score: 5.2

Grades B or above in Triple Science at GCSE.  They should also have a B+

 in GCSE Higher Tier Mathematics.

	Course Content

AS

Unit 1
Particles, quantum phenomena and electricity. 
Unit 2
Mechanics, materials and waves
Unit 3
Investigative and practical skills in AS Physics
A2

Unit 4
Fields and further mechanics
Unit 5
Nuclear and thermal Physics and a choice of either Astrophysics, Medical Physics, Applied Physics or Turning points in Physics to be decided by relevant member of staff 
Unit 6
Investigative and Practical Skills in A2 Physics

	Learning Methods and Assessment

Discussions; problem solving; experimental evidence; reading and comprehension; note taking; essay writing.

Unit 1
1 ¼ hours. Written Exam of short answer and structured questions. 
40 % of AS mark (20 % of A2 mark)

Unit 2
1 ¼ hours. Written Exam of short answer and structured questions. 
40 % of AS mark (20 % of A2 mark)

Unit 3
Centre-Assessed. Practical and Investigative skills


20% of AS mark (10 % of A2 mark)

Unit 4
1 ¾ hours. Exam of short answer and structured questions

20 % of A2 mark

Unit 5
1 ¾ hours. Exam of structured questions.



20 % of A2 mark

Unit 6
Centre-Assessed. Practical and Investigative skills


10 % of A2 mark

	Expectations of Students

Three hours of homework per week plus lab reports.  Independent learning such as regular reading of the New Scientist. Watching relevant scientific TV programmes. Presenting work to rest of group.

	Careers Implications

Scientific, Medical, Accountancy and Law are all areas that students following this course may be interested in following.

	For More Information Contact

Mr Nikitas or Ms Hunt


Psychology (AS/A2) at Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School

	Subject Title
	Awarding Body
	Specification Number

	Psychology AS

Psychology A2
	AQA

AQA
	1181 (spec A)
1281 (spec A)

	Entry Requirements

Average Points Score: 4.9
Students are required to gain 5 A* to C including English and Maths. Also Grade B is required in Maths or Science. 

	Course Content

AS
Unit 1: Cognitive Psychology, Developmental Psychology and Research Methods

50% of total AS marks, 25% of total A2 marks

· Memory

· Attachments

· Statistics

Unit 2: Biological Psychology, Social Psychology and Individual Differences

50% of total AS marks, 25% of total A2 marks

· Stress

· Conformity

· Abnormality

A2

Unit 3: Relationships, Aggression, Biological Rhythms
25% of total A level marks

· Interpersonal Attraction

· Pro and Anti Social Behaviour

· Sleep and Bodily Rhythms

Unit 4: Psychopathology, Psychology in Action and Research Methods

25% of total A level marks
· Schizophrenia, Depression and OCD

· Media Psychology

· Anomalistic Psychology



	Learning Methods and Assessment

Traditional; class discussions; videos; exercises; debates; practical investigations. 
Unit 1 – written paper, 1 hour 30 mins. Short answer questions
Unit 2 – written paper, 1 hour 30 mins. Short answer questions

Unit 3 – written paper, 1 hour 30 mins. 3 essay style questions

Unit 4  - written paper, 2 hours, essay style questions and short answer questions

	Expectations of Students

Students will be expected to carry out independent research outside of the classroom in order to broaden their understanding of the topic. Homework is set each lesson either in the form of research or practice exam questions. Students are expected to be punctual to lesson and to have an attendance of over 85%

	Careers Implications

Due to its diverse nature Psychology at A-Level and degree level study provides a route into a variety of careers, from traditional areas such as clinical, educational and forensic psychology, health and social work and counselling to more skills specific careers such as management, personnel, ergonomics and lab research.

	For More Information Contact

Miss A Speechley


Philosophy of Religion and Ethics (AS/A2) at Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School

	Subject Title
	Awarding Body
	Specification Number

	Philosophy of Religion and Ethics AS

Philosophy of Religion and Ethics A2
	Edexcel

	8RS01
9RS01

	Entry Requirements

Average Points Score: 4.5

A minimum grade of C at GCSE RE. and C at GCSE English Language

	Course Content

AS

The course objectives are to:

· Develop an interest in and enthusiasm for a rigorous study of the philosophy of religion and ethics.

· Treat the subject as an academic discipline by developing knowledge and understanding appropriate to a specialist study.

· Use an enquiring, critical and empathetic approach to study.

Unit 1

Philosophy of Religion

Unit 2

Religious Ethics

A2

Unit 3

Philosophy of Religion

Unit 4

Religious Ethics

	Learning Methods and Assessment

· Oral and written presentations.

· Seminars

· Discussions and debates

· Video and group work

· Use of philosophical and ethical libraries, CD ROMs and the Internet

· Conferences and Debates led by experts in the various fields of study

· Case Studies using current news stories and media.

	Expectations of Students

Students are expected to write essays on a weekly basis, and to supplement class material by reading relevant texts. Students should expect to do six hours study per week beyond class time.

	Careers Implications

Education, Politics, Media, Police, Journalism, Medicine, Scientific Research, Ministry, Law, Social Work, Nursing are just some of the careers informed by study of the subject.

	For More Information Contact

Miss E McCarthy, Mr Forni or Mr Fahey


Sociology (AS/A2) at Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School 

	Subject Title

Sociology AS

Sociology A2
	Awarding Body

AQA

AQA
	Specification Number
                             1191
                             2191       

	Entry Requirements : 5 GCSE at grade C or above including English Language  

	Course Content
AS
Unit 1 SCLY1 Culture and Identity; or Families and Households; or  Wealth, Poverty and Welfare

Unit 2 SCLY2 Education with Research Methods; or Health with Research Methods

A2
Unit 3 SCLY3 Beliefs in Society; or Global Development; or Mass Media; Power and Politics

Unit 4 SCLY4 Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods; or Stratification and Differentiation with Theory and Methods

	Learning Methods and Assessment
Classes at both levels will include teacher explanations, notes, spider diagrams, discussions, reading, web research, tests & group competitions, and exam skills. Regular practice exam questions will be set and marked according to examination standard, full feedback will be given. Students will plan and carry out a research project.

At AS level, there are two examinations: 

Unit 1 – SCLY1 Culture and Identity; or Families and Households; or  Wealth, Poverty and Welfare (40% of AS, 20% of A Level)

Written paper, 1 hour 60 marks

Students study ONE of the three topics and answer ONE question which consists of five parts.

Unit 2 – SCLY2 Education with Research Methods; or Health with Research Methods  (60% of AS, 30% of A Level)

Written paper, 2 hours   90 marks

Students study ONE of the two topics (Education or Health) and answer;

· one question on the chosen topic

· one question on sociological research methods in context 

· one question on research methods.

At A2 level There are 2 exams 

Unit 3 – SCLY3 Beliefs in Society; or Global Development; or Mass Media; or Power and Politics  (20% of A Level)
Written paper, 1 hour 30 minutes  60 marks

Students study ONE of the four topics and answer;

· one compulsory question 

· one question from a choice of two.

Unit 4 SCLY4  - Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods; 0r Stratification and Differentiation with Theory and Methods  30% of A Level

Written paper, 2 hours  90 marks

Students study one topic and answer;

· one question on the chosen topic

· one question on sociological research methods in context

· one question on theory and methods. (this includes 

	Expectations of Students
Students will be expected to take a keen interest in both national and global society, to read widely, join in discussions, research and prepare class presentations, plan and carry out surveys, and be able to think analytically and absorb theory. A taste of the questions they will be considering; *How are computers changing our lives?  *Are women unequal in our society – and if so why?  *Who owns and controls the mass media?  *Are ‘hoodies’ a serious threat to society?   *What is the education system for?  *How do we develop our individual identities?  *How and why do social groups organise themselves?  *How do societies vary and change over time. 
Students must be prepared to approach every topic with an open mind, ready to look at different perspectives.

	Careers Implications
Sociology can be used in a very wide range of careers.  A qualification in Sociology shows an investigative and analytical mind, which is useful in careers such as law, forensic science, politics, media, journalism and public relations.  It is a qualification readily accepted by Universities and Colleges.

	For more Information contact Mr Carrasco-Morley or Ms S Twombley


Level 3 Extended Project Qualification

	Extended Project Qualification
	AQA

	Entry Requirement

Interview

	Content

Students choose an area of interest; plan, research and carry out the project; deliver a presentation to a specified audience and provide evidence of all stages of project development and production for assessment

	Learning methods and assessment

Learning methods include:

Identify, design, plan and complete an individual project, applying a range of organisational skills and strategies to meet agreed objectives

Obtain, critically select and use select information from a range of sources; analyse data, apply it relevantly and demonstrate understanding of any appropriate linkages, connections and complexities of the topic

Select and use a range of skills, including new technologies where appropriate, solve problems, take decisions critically, creatively and flexibly, to achieve planned outcomes

Evaluate outcomes both in relation to agreed objectives and own learning and performance. Select and use a range of communication skills and media to present evidenced outcomes and conclusions in appropriate format.

Students will be assessed on how they:

AO1 – Manage                          20%

AO2 – Use resources                 20%

AO3 – Develop and Realise      40%

AO4 – Review                           20%

	Expectations of students

The Extended Project requires only 30 hours of guided learning to take place. Therefore the vast majority of work will be undertaken by students independently and in their own time. This will require students to manage their time effectively, be motivated, work independently and meet deadlines

	Careers Implications 

The Extended project is worth half an A level and is very good evidence to put in a UCAS personal statement that you can work independently, research, plan, argue and present. Universities are very keen on students who have done, or are undertaking, an extended project, mainly because the skills that are involved are those that they believe are important for students to successfully access their courses.


Year 11 Options 2011 - 2012
Name:






Year 11 Tutor Group:

1. My forecast grades for my GCSE Mathematics and English exams are as follows:

	SUBJECT
	FORECAST GRADE

	English
	

	Mathematics
	


2. Complete only one of the sections (Section A or Section B) below. At this stage the availability of courses cannot be confirmed. Once all option forms have been returned students will be advised if any courses that they have selected will not be available. The courses shown in bold italic should be available across the Sixth Form Consortium, but will not be available at Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School.

3. If you have selected to study a subject at Nicholas Breakspear, find the teacher who teaches that subject and get the teacher to sign next to your ticked subject choice.

SECTION A

Level 2 (Select, tick one course and get the subject teacher to sign next to the tick)

	BTEC First Travel & Tourism studied alongside OCR National in IT


SECTION B

Level 3 (all are AS/A level unless indicated) 

Select and tick four courses – except if you select BTEC National Sport or BTEC National Science.
	Accountancy (AS only)
	
	Government & Politics
	

	Art & Design
	
	Graphic Design
	

	Applied Science Btec Certificate/Subsidiary Diploma
	
	History
	

	Art Textiles
	
	ICT OCR Nationals
	

	Biology
	
	Italian
	

	Business Studies
	
	Latin
	

	Economics
	
	Law
	

	Chemistry
	
	Mathematics 
	

	Classical Civilisation
	
	Music
	

	Communication Studies
	
	Performance Studies
	

	Design and Technology (Product design) Textiles
	
	Philosophy and Ethics
	

	Drama & Theatre Studies
	
	Photography
	

	English
	
	Physical Education
	

	English Literature
	
	Physics
	

	Food Technology
	
	Psychology
	

	French
	
	Sociology 
	

	Geography
	
	Spanish 
	

	German
	
	Sport BTEC Subsidiary Diploma/Diploma (if you select this you must choose and tick one other AS subject)
	


Return this form to the School Office by Monday 16th January 2012.

If you have any concerns regarding the options booklet or the options form, please see Mr Church in the Sixth Form.
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