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“Each person is a unique creation of God. All of us are gifted.  Every aspect of what we think and do should be based on the gospel values of Peace, Justice, Truth and Love”
Introduction

In September 2011, the current Year 9 begins the next important stage of their education.  New, exciting opportunities exist and this will be the first of many career related choices.

The aim of this booklet is to guide Year 9 students and their parents through the process of choosing subjects to be followed through Years 10 and 11 (Key Stage 4).  For the vast majority of students, the subjects studied in Key Stage 4 will be taken to public examination level.
In order to ensure a broad and balanced education, and to keep options open as far as possible, the Key Stage 4 courses that students study include: 

· English Language and English Literature

· Mathematics

· Science

· Religious Education

· Personal Social and Health Education

· Physical Education and Games

· A Modern Foreign Language or a vocational course as advised 

· Two option courses
The English Baccalaureate
The Importance of Teaching: The Schools White Paper 2010 published by the Government and announced by the Secretary for Education, Michael Gove, announced the introduction of a new award called the English Baccalaureate in a bid to encourage schools to enter students for more traditional academic subjects at GCSE.

Students will be awarded the English Baccalaureate if they achieve grades A*-C in English, Mathematics, two Sciences, a Modern Foreign Language, and either Geography or History.  Debate is still ongoing at government level as to whether other subjects should be included in this award and details for the future are yet to be confirmed.
At Nicholas Breakspear we have always prided ourselves on trying to ensure that all students are matched to courses that best match their skills and abilities.  Hence, whilst we actively encourage students capable of achieving the English Baccalaureate to select subjects which will enable them to do so, we are also mindful that students should follow courses that offer them the best opportunity to achieve.    
A three-step approach to making choices:
1. Which courses should I choose?
Choose courses that:
· you know you can do well in;

· are in subjects you like;

· reflect your interests and personal qualities;

· help you learn in the best way for you.
2. Why should I not choose some courses?
Don’t choose courses because:
· you like the teacher;
· your friends are choosing them.
3. Is it ok to drop subjects?
Yes, but remember:
· The range of science-based jobs is expanding all the time. You will not be able to get on to a science-based course or science-related work based training at a higher level if you haven’t taken Additional Science or Triple Science at Key Stage 4. This includes engineering, building and health-related occupations.

· A number of jobs which are not directly related to a subject may make use of it, for example art, drama and music are very useful in primary school teaching.

How can I get help?
	
	
	Parents and Family

Know you best of all as a person.  Ask their advice


	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Subject Staff

Can provide a true picture of your subject ability


	
	(
	
	Other Students

Students already doing the course can give you valuable insights

	
	(
	
	(
	

	
	
	YOU


	
	

	
	(
	
	(
	

	Form Tutor

Knows you quite well, having seen you develop socially and academically this year
	
	(
	
	Careers Teacher

Can give you independent advice and information on careers and further education requirements

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Head of Year

Understands your all-round school situation
	
	


If a student has a definite career in mind, it is important to ensure that the subjects chosen conform to the requirements of career plans and advice on this is readily available from the Careers Staff.  To see the Connexions Advisor, who is in school all day on Mondays and Thursdays, you need to make an appointment through your Form Tutor, Miss. Kenneally (Head of Year 9), or Miss. Swinyard in the L.I.C.  For those intending to remain after Year 11 to take Advanced Level or BTEC subjects, the GCSE course studies should normally lead to the Sixth Form course.  For those hoping to go on to University or other forms of Higher Education the information provided in this booklet will be helpful.  Also the UCAS website offers useful information on the type of course and grades required for different degree subjects (www.ucas.ac.uk).

Implications for the Future

Most students will continue in formal education until the age of 18 or 19. The choices made in Year 9 should be considered as the first step in 14-19 education. GCSE grades at A*-C indicate that a student has completed level 2 qualifications and is ready to commence level 3 qualifications such as AS/A levels and BTEC National Courses. Students with mainly D grades have completed level 1 and are ready to move to level 2 qualifications, such as the BTEC First, post 16 qualification. 

The following notes are intended to give some indication of requirements which, to the student, may seem to lie far ahead.  However, decisions unwisely made now may well restrict the scope and range of future choices.

1. For those intending to apply for a place at university during their post-16 education, details of the minimum qualifications required are given on the UCAS website.  Each course will require acceptable grades in specific subjects or a minimum combination of points and GCSE grades.  For example, it is generally considered essential to have a high A Level pass in Chemistry in order to read Medicine.  To take another example, without A Level Physics, it would be difficult to follow a course in Electrical or Electronic Engineering.

2. GCSE (grade C or above) in English Language and Mathematics is normally required for University entrance and by a significant number of employers. 
Examination Boards
As part of the subject descriptions there is a syllabus code given for each examination subject. The different examination boards used by the school at GCSE are AQA, EDEXCEL and OCR.

Option Form

The Option Form to be submitted is included at the back of this booklet. Once completed students should return the form to their tutor by  Monday 14th March 2011.
Warning

It must be realised that it might not be possible to accept all student choices/preferences due to suitability and the over-riding limitations resulting from staff availability, size of classes and timetable constraints.

The Options Scheme is constructed on the basis of satisfying the demands of the greatest number of students within the constraints faced by the school. Students will be asked to select an alternative subject should their choices not be able to be accommodated.  In addition to this it is essential that we get the correct students on the correct courses.  To this end in science we will guide the students into the appropriate strand of the science course, dependent on their attainment in the end of year exam and progress through the year in science.
Order of Events 2010
	January – February
	Year 9 PSHE Programme

As part of the PSHE programme, Year 9 students take part in careers and options sessions, including an introduction to the students in an assembly.

	Thursday 3rd February
	Year 9 Options Evening 

Students and parents have the opportunity to ask subject teachers about the different subjects, and listen to how the process works.

	Friday 18th February
	Year 9 Reports sent home 

Students and parents have the opportunity to check the progress being made in potential option subjects and match courses to ability.

	Thursday 10th March
	Year 9 Parents Consultation Evening

Parents and students have the opportunity to find out 

how the student has progressed over the year, and ask 

questions, which will assist with their final choices.

	Monday 14th March
	Options Forms Returned

Students return the completed Options Form to the school office.

	Monday 11th – Wednesday 13th April 
	YEAR 9 EXAMINATIONS

	May/June
	Student Interviews 

Students are interviewed in order to discuss their choices and advised if any changes are necessary.

	June
	Options Confirmed 

Student choices will be confirmed.


Core Subjects

GCSE English
	Awarding Body:  AQA
	Specification:  English
                           English Language 

                           English Literature 

	Head of Department:  Ms. C. Bromley

	Course Outline

All students must follow a course leading to certification in either GCSE English or GCSE English Language and English Literature. This will be their Key Stage 4 assessment in English. The majority of pupils will be entered for Language and Literature. 



	Assessment

English

20% oral coursework

40% examination

40% controlled assessment

The oral coursework will place an emphasis on functional skills and comprises three equally weighted tasks that allow the students to develop their communication skills. The examination will demonstrate the students’ skills to read and understand a range of non-fiction texts, identify writers’ crafts and transfer these skills into their own writing for a range of genres, audiences and purposes. The controlled assessment will draw on the candidates’ study of a Shakespeare text, an English Literary Heritage text and a third text from a different culture or tradition.

English Language

20% oral coursework

40% examination

40% controlled assessment

Both oral coursework and examination will be the same as the English GCSE. The controlled assessment will demonstrate pupils’ understanding of the spoken and written language and will also require them to produce a piece of creative writing.

English Literature

25% controlled assessment

75% examination

There are two examinations and they are worth 40% and 35% of the overall GCSE. One examination will require the study of a modern prose or drama text and will demonstrate the candidates’ ability to consider ideas, themes, characterisation and setting and will be underpinned by their understanding of writers’ language and techniques. Pupils will also study a variety of poetry, a Shakespeare text and a further text from the English Literary Heritage. Students will explore links between texts and may be required to respond to an unseen text. The board has issued an anthology which could be used by candidates. 



	Progression and Careers

Media, journalism, teaching, politics, civil service, law, retailing, writing, acting, advertising, business, management, finance, lecturing.




GCSE Mathematics

	Awarding Body:  Edexcel 
	Specification:  1MA01

	Head of Department:  Mr. P. McGarvie

	Course Outline

The aims of the course are:
Using and Applying Mathematics

Use and apply mathematics in practical tasks, to solve real problems and within mathematics. 

Work on challenging problems.

Understand mathematical argument.

Number

Use calculators and computer software

Develop and use a range of computational methods, applying them to a variety of problems

Algebra           

Explore a variety of situations and express relationships that have been found.

Understand number operations and how they relate to algebraic manipulation.

Use algebra to model real life situations and to solve problems.

Space, Shape and Measures

Use a variety of different representations

Use a wide range of materials to explore shape and space through drawing and practical work.

Use computers to generate and transform images and to solve problems.

Handling Data

Propose questions that need statistical methods to answer them.

Carry out purposeful enquiries based on data analysis.

Use computers as a source of large samples, a tool to produce graphical representations and to simulate events. 

Do practical and experimental work with a view to understanding randomness.

Criticise how data may be represented.



	Assessment

There is no coursework, but two examinations:

50% non-calculator examination
50% calculator allowed examination
To allow a full and balanced opportunity for candidates to show what they know and can do there are 2 tiers of  entry :
Foundation:  grades G to C    

Higher:  grades D to A* 



	Progression and Careers

Students can progress to A-levels in Mathematics.  Careers in which mathematics is essential include business, management, education, science-based professions. It is also a requirement for many further education courses.  A minimum of Grade B in the Higher Tier is required.




GCSE Religious Studies (Catholic Christianity)
	Awarding Body:  Edexcel
	Specification: 3061A

	Head of Department:  Ms. E. McCarthy

	Course Outline

A study of Religion is integral to the creation of the well rounded individual; we as a faith community encourage all students sit a GCSE in Religious Studies.  Students learn to discuss life issues in a balanced and tolerant manner, they are encouraged to ask questions about life’s big mysteries.  They are challenged to identify matters of injustice and encouraged to do something about that injustice.  We aim to educate academically, spiritually and socially so students become balanced and well rounded individuals.
Unit C:  Religion and Life based on a study of Catholic Christianity

Believing in God                                                           Matters of Life and Death

Religious Experience and belief in God                     The Sanctity of life
A study of Atheism                                                       Contraception
Concepts about evil and suffering                             Abortion and Euthanasia
Marriage and Family Life                                            Social Harmony

Religious and social ideas about:                                A study of concepts of equality
Marriage and divorce                                                    The UK as a multi-faith and multi-ethnic society

Homosexuality                
Unit J:  Catholic Christianity.

Beliefs and Values                                                         Community and Tradition.

The Creed                                                                        The Church
Worship and Celebration                                             Living the Christian life

The Sacraments                                                              Work for Justice and Peace
                                                                                           The Sermon on the Mount


	Assessment

The course is split into two units J and C. One to be studied in Year 10 the other to be studied in Year 11.

The examination is modular this means that Year 10 will complete half their GCSE in Year 10. The second unit will be examined at the end of year 11.

All assessment of the course will be through examination.


	Progression and Careers

If you gain a grade C or above at GCSE level you will be able to follow the AS/A level Philosophy of Religion and Ethics course in the 6th form.

If you choose to study Theology or Religious Studies at Degree level, the following careers will be open to you:  Teaching, Youth Work, Law, Civil Service, Charity/Developmental Aid Worker, Media, Social Work, Counselling, Journalism, Pastoral Ministry, Human Resources.



Physical Education

	Head of Department:  Miss. J. Fisher

	Course Outline

All students in Years 10 and 11 are timetabled for Physical Education as part of the National Curriculum.

In Year 10 we aim to build upon skills learned in the lower school to enable more advanced techniques and skills to be developed.  We also introduce new sports in lessons such as trampolining, volleyball and badminton.

In Year 11 students will utilise off-site facilities such as Gosling Sports Centre, where they use the Health & Fitness Suite. Students are also given a choice of which activities they wish to pursue within an option scheme.




Personal, Social and Health Education

	Co-ordinator:  Mr. B. O’Sullivan

	Course Outline

PSHE lessons remain an integral part of learning and development in Years 10 and 11. Students will use these lessons in a variety of ways. Some lessons will increase understanding and awareness of health, the environment, relationships, drugs, alcohol and diet. Time will also be spent looking at study skills and preparing for exams.

Career choices will become even more important and you will look at possible choices and routes for the future.  As part of this in Year 10 all pupils have an experience at a work placement.  Preparations and evaluations are covered during PSHE lessons.

Students continue to have regular Masses as a year group and may be asked to be responsible for part of the Mass.




Work Experience
	Co-ordinator:  Mr. B. O’Sullivan

	Course Outline

All students in Year 10 spend a week on a work placement during the Summer term.  For many this will be the first time that they have been “at work” and in an environment with mainly adults - definitely valuable experience!

It is an opportunity to achieve a number of things:
· To find out how knowledge and skills developed in school relate to the work place;

· To see what goes on in a work place on a day-to-day basis;

· To enquire about training opportunities and career development;

· The possibility of making useful contacts for the future.

Before going out on their work experience the students go through a period of preparation in which they are asked to set out their aims and expectations for their placement.  During the placement week they keep a diary so that when they return to school they can use it to evaluate their experiences and make sense of what they have done. The school has produced a work experience handbook to guide the students through this process.

Work experience does not happen in isolation and is not seen as a “bolt-on” activity, but forms an integral part of the Careers Education and Guidance at Nicholas Breakspear.



KS4 Science
Courses
GCSE Environmental and Land Based Science
(Agricultural Science)

	Awarding Body: OCR
	Specification: J650/BTEC

	Head of Department: Mr T. Short

	Course Outline

It will enable you to:

1. Develop a respect for all living things and a concern for the environment.

2. Develop an understanding of the countryside and of the relationship of people to the natural environment.

3. Develop an interest in and enjoyment of working with plants and animals.

4. Develop a knowledge and understanding of fundamental and relevant scientific concepts and principles based on a practical and investigative study.

5. Develop relevant practical skills and techniques associated with the subject.

6. Develop a sense of responsibility through the care of plants and animals.

7. Develop the ability to plan experiments and design investigations.

The emphasis on the course is on practical work, covering the whole range of plant and animal husbandry the Agricultural Science unit contains.  The only exception is bee-keeping which you do not have to do, though in fact many find this activity very interesting.

The course includes various day and half day visits to places of agricultural and horticultural interest such as Aldenham Country Park, Stratton School Farm, Ayletts Nurseries, Holyfield Hall Farm, Wobbly Bottom Goat Farm, Redborne School Farm, Clay Lane Environmental Centre, the RSPCA, a large arable farm, an intensive plant nursery, and many others.  Students also have the opportunity to do rotavating and tractor driving.

In the course of doing the GCSE, a BTEC Introductory Certificate in Land and Environment and a BTEC First Certificate is also covered which focuses on practical work and opens the gateway to possible further study at college.


	Assessment

The subject is assessed in three parts:

1. Three module exams.

2. An investigation.

3. Teacher assessment of students' practical skills.  For this you will produce written descriptions of each practical activity to be assessed which will go to the exam board as evidence.

4. Participate in a group project.

5. The BTEC courses are assessed on a portfolio of work including filmed practical work and recorded interviews.


	Progression and Careers

This is a useful foundation for those of you who want to work in land based industries either horticultural, agricultural or veterinary, but is also useful for a number of other careers such as environmental health, forestry, geology, landscape management parks, recreation planning, surveying and the water industry.  In addition, as a practical science it is useful for people interested in building and engineering trades.



BTEC First Diploma Applied Science
	Awarding body:  Edexcel
	Specification:  500/6671/7

	Head of Department:  Ms. G. Fullman

	Course outline
This qualification is the equivalent of 2 GCSE passes at grade A*-C, for those students who complete the extended certificate, the qualification is worth 4 GCSE passes at grade A*-C.  BTECs are not exam-based qualifications, and this course is aimed at students who find exams difficult and struggle to see how they fit into the real world of work.  Instead, students study real-life, work-based case studies and complete projects and assessments, which contribute to achieving each unit studied.

The BTEC Firsts in Applied Science have been developed to provide students with the opportunity to:

· cover the Key Stage 4 Programme of Study for Science;

· acquire technical and employability skills, knowledge and understanding which are transferable and will enable individuals to meet changing circumstances;

· develop a range of skills and techniques, personal skills and attributes essential for successful performance in working life;

· consider their relationship with the scientific community and their responsibilities towards the community and the environment;

· gain an appropriate vocational qualification prior to entering employment in the science sector.
All students will study three mandatory units of work:

1. Chemistry and Our Earth

2. Energy and Our Universe

3. Biology and our Environment

In addition to these units students will study a number of optional units as directed by teaching staff.  Some students may be able to opt for the BTEC First Certificate in Science which is the equivalent of two GCSE grades A*- C.



	Assessment
All units for this qualification are internally assessed – there is no written examination.  Students will be assessed under four key areas:

· application of knowledge and understanding;

· development of practical and technical skills;

· personal development for occupational roles;

· application of generic skills.

Upon completion of the course students will be awarded a pass, merit or distinction.



	Progression and Careers
Students who successfully complete this course will be able to investigate the possibility of BTEC Level 3 Applied Science.




GCSE Gateway Core Science
	Awarding body:  OCR
	Specification:  BJ261

	Head of Department:  Ms. G. Fullman

	Course outline
This course identifies the activities and experiences students will come across in everyday life, and links these to scientific ideas and their implications for society.  It provides the opportunity to acquire the scientific skills, knowledge and understanding necessary for life as a citizen. 
This course comprises six teaching modules which compromise eight areas of study each as follows:
· Module B1: Understanding Ourselves
Fitness and Health, Human Health and Diet, Staying Healthy, The Nervous System, Drugs and You,

Staying in Balance, Controlling Plant Growth, Variation and Inheritance
· Module B2: Understanding our Environment

Classification, Energy Flow, Recycling, Interdependence, Adaptations, Natural Selection, Population

and Pollution, Sustainability. 

· Module C1: Carbon Chemistry

Fundamental Chemical Concepts, Making Crude Oil Useful, Using Carbon Fuels, Clean Air, Making

Polymers, Designer Polymers, Cooking and Food Additives, Smells, Paints and Pigments.
· Module C2: Chemical Resources

Fundamental Chemical Concepts, The Structure of the Earth, Construction Materials, Metals and

Alloys, Making Cars, Chemicals from the Air – Making Ammonia, Acids and Bases, Fertilisers and Crop

Yields, Chemicals from the Sea.

· Module P1: Energy for the Home

Heating Houses, Keeping Homes Warm, How Insulation Works, Cooking and Communicating using

Waves, Data Transmission, Wireless Signals, Light and other Electromagnetic Waves, Stable Earth.

· Module P2: Living for the Future

Collecting Energy from the Sun, Generating Electricity, Fuels for Power, Nuclear Radiations, Our

Magnetic Fields, Exploring our Solar System, Threats to earth, The Big Bang.



	Assessment:  75% Written Examinations    25% Controlled Assessment

Unit 1 – 35% of total GCSE

1 hour and 15 minute written paper which is worth 75 marks which examines students’ knowledge and understanding of the following modules: B1, C1 and P1. 
Unit 2 – 40% of total GCSE

1 hour 30 minute written paper worth 85 marks which examines students’ knowledge and understanding of the following modules: B2, C2 and P2.

For both papers students will be entered for either the Foundation or Higher tier. 
25% Controlled Assessment

This compromises one assessment task set by OCR which is split into three parts and is worth 48 marks.  Part one requires students to plan and carry out research.  Part two requires students to plan and carry out an experiment to collect primary data against a hypothesis.  Part three requires students to provide an analysis and evaluation of parts one and two.  This work will take place in your normal Science lessons.


	Progression and Careers
Every student has to study Single Science at GCSE because it is so important in our everyday lives and is becoming increasingly important in today’s technological society.




GCSE Gateway – Additional Science
	Awarding body:  OCR
	Specification:  BJ262

	Head of Department:  Ms. G. Fullman

	Course outline
GCSE Additional Science develops the scientific skills, knowledge and understanding acquired from GCSE Core Science.  It provides opportunities to develop scientific explanations and theories and to develop a critical approach to scientific evidence and methods.  GCSE Additional Science provides distinctive and relevant experience for learners who wish to progress to Level 3 qualifications.
This course comprises six teaching modules which compromise eight areas of study each as follows:

· Module B3: Living and Growing
Molecules of Life, Proteins and Mutations, Respiration, Cell Division, The Circulatory System, Growth

and Development, New Genes for old, Cloning.

· Module B4: It’s a Green World
Ecology in the Local Environment, Photosynthesis, Leaves and Photosynthesis, Diffusion and Osmosis,

Transport in Plants, Plants need Minerals, Decay, Farming.
· Module C3: Chemical Economics
Fundamental Chemical Concepts, Rates of Reaction, Reacting Masses, Percentage Yield and Atom

Economy, Energy, Allotropes of Carbon Nanochemistry, Batch or Continuous?
· Module C4: The periodic Table
Fundamental Chemical Concepts, Atomic Structure, Ionic Bonding, The Periodic Table and Covalent

Bonding, The Group 1 Elements, Transition Elements, The Group 7 Elements, Purifying and Testing

Water, Metal Structure and Properties.
· Module P3: Forces for Transport
Speed, Changing Speed, Forces and Motion, Work and Power, Energy on the Move, Crumple Zones,

Falling Safely, The Energy of Games and Theme Rides.
· Module P4: Radiation for Life
Sparks, Uses of Electrostatics, Safe Electricals, Ultrasound, Treatment, What is radioactivity?, Uses of

Radioisotopes, Fission.


	Assessment:  75% Written Examinations    25% Controlled Assessment

Unit 1 – 35% of total GCSE

1 hour and 15 minute written paper which is worth 75 marks which examines students’ knowledge and understanding of the following modules: B3, C3 and P3. 

Unit 2 – 40% of total GCSE

1 hour 30 minute written paper worth 85 marks which examines students’ knowledge and understanding of the following modules: B4, C4 and P4.

For both papers students will be entered for either the Foundation or Higher tier. 
25% Controlled Assessment

This compromises one assessment task set by OCR which is split into three parts and is worth 48 marks.  Part one requires students to plan and carry out research.  Part two requires students to plan and carry out an experiment to collect primary data against a hypothesis.  Part three requires students to provide an analysis and evaluation of parts one and two.  This work will take place in your normal Science lessons.


	Progression and Careers
Students combining GCSE Core with GCSE Additional Science achieve two grades above grade C at higher level will be able to go on to study Biology, Chemistry and Physics at Advanced Level.



GCSE Gateway Triple Science
	Awarding body:  OCR
	Specification:  BJ263/BJ264/BJ265

	Head of Department:  Ms. G. Fullman

	Course outline
This course provides an opportunity for high achieving students to be stretched and challenged even further by studying all three sciences separately, building upon the work covered within the Core and Additional Science courses.  This course is only available to the most academic of students who have a proven track record of achievement in the subject at KS3.  The Triple Science option aims to give students opportunities to:

· develop their interest in, and enthusiasm for, Biology, Chemistry, and Physics;

· develop a critical approach to scientific evidence and methods;

· acquire and apply skills, knowledge and understanding of how science works and its role in society;

· acquire scientific skills, knowledge and understanding necessary for progression to further learning.

For each of the three Sciences students will complete all the modules covered in the GCSE Core and Additional Courses.  In addition to this they will study a further two modules in each Science:
Biology

· Module B5: The Living Body
Skeletons, Circulatory Systems and the Cardiac Cycle, Respiratory Systems, Waste Disposal, Digestion,

Life goes on, Growth and Repair, Running Repairs.

· Module B6: Beyond the Microscope
Understanding Microbes, Harmful Microorganisms, Useful Microorganisms, Biofuels, Life in Soil,

Microscopic Life in Water, Enzymes in Action, Gene Technology

Chemistry

· Module C5: How Much?

Fundamental Chemical Concepts, Quantitative Analysis, Moles and Molar Mass, Gas Volumes,
Titrations, Strong and Weak Acids, Equilibria, Percentage Composition and Empirical Formulae, Ionic

Equations and Precipitation.
· Module C6: Chemistry out there
Fundamental Chemical Concepts, Electrolysis, Energy transfers – Fuel Cells, Redox Reactions, Alcohols,

Depletion of Ozone Layer, Hardness of Water, Natural Fats and Oils, Detergents.
Physics
· Module P5: Space for Reflection
Satellites, Gravity and Circular Motion, Vectors and Equations of Motion, Projectile Motion, Action

and Reaction, Satellite Communication, Nature of Waves, Refraction of Waves, Optics.

· Module P6: Electricity for Gadgets
Resisting, Sharing, Motoring, Generating, Transforming, Charging, It’s Logical, Even more Logical.



	Assessment:  75% Written Examinations    25% Controlled Assessment for each subject
Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Unit 1 – 35%

1 hour 15 minute exam

B1, B2, B3

C1, C2, C3

P1, P2, P3

Unit 2 – 40%

1 hour 30 minute exam

B4, B5, B6

C4, C5, C6

P4, P5, P6

Unit 3 – 25%

Controlled Assessment in 3 parts, one for each subject

Assessment in all three subjects follow the same format as GCSE Core and Additional Science


	Progression and Careers.

Students taking Triple Science can go on to study Biology, Chemistry, and Physics at Advanced level.



Option 

Choices
GCSE Art and Design
	Awarding Body:  Edexcel
	Specification:  2AD01

	Head of Department:  Mrs. A. Borrill

	Course Outline

This course allows students to explore a range of two and three- dimensional approaches to their studies. During Year 10 students will be involved in:

1. Painting and drawing

2. Printmaking

3. Sculpture (clay work)

Students will be expected to research their own ideas in the form of brainstorms and collections of visual and written information.  A great deal of emphasis is placed on collecting information from the student's own experience, either in the form of observation drawings or personal photographs.  They will also be encouraged to use a range of materials such as chalk, oil pastels, watercolour, pen and ink, collage, montage, acrylic, poster-paint, pencils, coloured pencils, etc. both at home and at school.

Students will develop and realise their ideas, exploring and reviewing possible solutions and modifying work appropriately.  The emphasis is on originality and avoiding the most obvious solution.

Students will be expected to know and understand a range of work by other artists, designers and cultures.  Two Art trips will be organised during Year 10 to help them with this, and work from different cultures and artists will be introduced to the students throughout the course. 

During Year 11 they will specialise in the discipline they have had the most success with during Year 10. The two years is rounded off by an exhibition where the students will be helped to display their work for the moderator who assesses the work in the school. 



	Assessment

60% Coursework:

You will have two years to build up your portfolio and select your best project to submit to the examiners.  Most of your work will be in your sketchpad, but you will also be expected to produce final pieces of work and larger drawings, paintings, prints and sculptures. Your work will be fully assessed throughout the course.

40% Externally set assignment:

You have 8 weeks beforehand to produce your preparatory studies, and ten hours under examination conditions to produce your final realisation in any material.



	Progression and Careers Progression and Careers

This GCSE will help you gain a place on a BTEC course at a College of Further Education or an A -level course in the 6th form or at College.  Later you could go to College or University to do a Foundation course, which is the first step towards a degree. This could lead to a career in Graphic Design (Advertising, Illustration, Printmaking, Computer Graphics and Video) Textiles, Fashion, Interior Design and Photography to name a few.

Many companies, businesses and institutions regard Art degrees very highly, as the young men and women they produce tend to be extremely self-motivated, industrious, creative and talented individuals.




GCSE Business Studies

	Awarding Body:  Edexcel
	Specification:  2BS01

	Head of Department:  Mr. A. Lambert  (Speak to Miss. J. Brennan for details)

	Course Outline

Unit 1:  Introduction to Small Business

Students will look at business start-ups and small businesses.  How businesses promote themselves and keep customers happy.  Students will learn how businesses manage finances and the people who work for them.  The unit includes topics such as: spotting a business opportunity, showing enterprise, putting a business idea into practice, making the start-up effective and understanding the economic context. 

Unit 2:  Investigating Small Business 

The issues that arise when developing from a small to a medium-sized business, incorporating key external factors such as the economy, the environment and ethical behaviour.  

Unit 3:  Building a Business

Addresses the practical methods used to build a business.  Emphasis is on marketing, customer service, financial and people management.  It also considers the impact of the wider world on the success or failure of a business. 

Students are encouraged to relate their studies to the world around them by taking an interest in current affairs through television and newspapers.  Within the department we also have a range of reference materials to enhance their study.  Where appropriate outside speakers and visits to businesses will be arranged.



	Assessment

Unit 1:  Introduction to Small Business
45 minute multiple choice examination with a total of 40 marks, accounting for 25% of the GCSE.

Unit 2:  Investigating a Small Business
Controlled assessment (choice of 5 set tasks), internally assessed.  Carries a total of 40 marks, accounting for 25% of the GCSE.

Unit 3:  Building a Business
1 ½ hour written examination comprising of multiple choice, short and extended questions and data response and scenario questions.  


	Progression and Careers

Students can progress to A level in Business which can lead to higher education.  Alternatively students may enter employment.  The study of Business can be helpful in many careers, such as accountancy, law, marketing or the leisure and tourism industry.  Students will gain an understanding of how organisations operate and are organised.  The course promotes the skills of decision making, creativity, problem solving, analysis and evaluation, interpreting data, communication and independent and team work.




CoPE: Certificate of Personal Effectiveness

	Awarding Body: ASDAN
	Specification: N/A

	Head of Department:  Mrs. L. Foreman
	Level: ASDAN . Bronze  Level 1  and level 2 COPE Award

	Course Outline

This course provides a way in which you can gain credit for what you have learnt, in a wide variety of activities you are undertaking both inside and outside formal education.

Students will also have the opportunity to spend additional time and receive extra help to with their core subjects.

The Certificate of personal Effectiveness (Cope) is available at 3 levels

Bronze: ASDAN award, Level 1  Cope Award level 2 Cope Award
You will be helped to choose modules and challenges that allow you to provide a folder of evidence at the appropriate level for you.  The challenges may be completed in a variety of situations- in school, in the community and in the home. 

The Certificate can :

· Recognise your personal achievements

· Help you manage your own learning

· Develop your employability skills and personal effectiveness

· Add to your GCSE qualifications.



	Assessment

You will need to complete 12 credits to gain the Certificate of Personal Effectiveness and produce a folder of evidence. 
Candidates must complete the required challenges and take responsibility for planning, organising and carrying out a number of activities and provide evidence of this work in a portfolio of evidence.


	Progression and Careers

These Key skills are highly valued by employers and institutions of further education.




GCSE Design & Technology:
Product Design Food

Students taking Product Design GCSE will experience a wide range of areas within Design & Technology, including aspects of Food, Textiles, Graphics and Resistant Materials. Students doing this option will focus mainly on Food.
	Awarding Body: AQA
	Specification: 4555

	Head of Department: Mr. L. Thomas

	Course Outline

This GCSE will give students an opportunity to design and develop a wide range of marketable food products.

Students wishing to take this as a GCSE should have enjoyed Food Technology in Key Stage 3 and be interested in a wide variety of food ingredients and in cooking new and exciting dishes.  Ideally, students taking this course should have access to cookery books/leaflets/food magazines.  They should have an appreciation of food in general.  Parents/students will, in most cases, be expected to get their own ingredients.  An ability to interpret and adapt recipes is important and students choosing to take this course should already be practising cooking techniques at home.

Topics covered:

· Food materials and components, including food science and food processing techniques
· Food product manufacture including experimenting with ingredients
· Taste testing foods (sensory analysis)
· Using computers to analyse the nutritional content of food
· Food hygiene
· Students will hopefully get an opportunity to acquire a food hygiene certificate during the course.

Students will be expected to purchase a Product Design revision guide at reduced cost and will be given a workbook with tasks and practice examination questions free of charge.



	Assessment

60% coursework
A design and make project including a detailed design folder and one or more products made to a high standard.

40% examination

There is one tier for the examination, giving all students an equal opportunity to achieve their full potential.



	Progression and Careers

A Level Food Technology or Product Design, Marketing, Catering, Dietician, Food Science, Food Technologist, Environmental Health Officer.




GCSE Design & Technology:

Product Design Graphics

Students taking Product Design GCSE will experience a wide range of areas within Design & Technology, including aspects of Food, Textiles, Graphics and Resistant Materials. Students doing this option will focus mainly on Graphics.

	Awarding Body:  AQA
	Specification:  4555

	Head of Department:  Mr. L. Thomas

	Course Outline

Graphic Products is about creating attractive and interesting designs combining images (pictures) and text as well as 3D modelling.  During the course students will increase their knowledge of design and they develop their skills in the following areas of study:
· Computer image manipulation using a variety of programs and other forms of ICT including scanning and digital camera work.
· Accurate technical drawing techniques of 2D and 3D designs e.g. architectural plans and virtual modelling.
· Commercial and market influences including the impact of CAD/CAM, advertising, corporate identity and quality assurance.

· Image creation including rendering and application of colour.

A variety of design tasks and practical activities will be used as a focus.  These include:
· Geographic media displays e.g. posters, flyers, advertisements
· 3D modelling from card and other materials e.g. prototypes and display models
· Computer graphics
· High quality technical drawing e.g. scale drawings of products, building plans
· Packaging design for products such as chocolates, perfume or aftershave
· Signs, logos and company symbols

Students will be expected to purchase a Product Design revision guide at reduced cost and will be given a workbook with tasks and practice examination questions free of charge.



	Assessment
60% coursework 
A design and make project including a detailed design folder and one or more products made to a high standard.
40% examination

There is one tier for the examination, giving all students an equal opportunity to achieve their full potential.



	Progression and Careers

College and degree courses, A Level Product Design, Architect, Advertising, Marketing, Printing, Computer Illustration/Programme Design, Designer, Publishing, Manufacturing and Media.




GCSE Design & Technology:

Product Design Resistant Materials

Students taking Product Design GCSE will experience a wide range of areas within Design & Technology, including aspects of Food, Textiles, Graphics and Resistant Materials. Students doing this option will focus mainly on Resistant Materials.

	Awarding Body:  AQA
	Specification:  4555

	Head of Department:  Mr. L. Thomas

	Course Outline

This GCSE gives students an opportunity to design and develop a wide range of marketable products using a variety of resistant materials including metal, plastics and wood.  Although practical work is an essential aspect of this course and accounts for 33% of the coursework grade, students will be required to carry out written and paper based design tasks in order to support any practical work carried out.

Topics covered are:

· Materials and Components – properties, characteristics and combination of metal, plastics and wood and their use in a wide range of industries.  Pre-manufactured components and adhesives.
· Design and Market Influences – product analysis of commercial products, both past and present, and comparison of own design with that of products on the market.  Evaluation techniques using specification criteria and quality assurance techniques.  Social, cultural, moral and environmental influences on the consumer market.  Health and safety issues relating to identifying and reducing risks during the designing and manufacturing process.
· Processes and Manufacture – the selection and usage of appropriate tools and equipment for metal, plastics and wood for a range of processes used.  Systems and control for organisation and production systems and quality assurance measures.  The use of information and communication technology for data handling and industrial production.  Industrial practices in relation to market need, production and advertising within a legislative framework.

Students will be expected to purchase a Product Design revision guide at reduced cost and will be given a workbook with tasks and practice examination questions free of charge.



	Assessment
60% coursework 
A design and make project including a detailed design folder and one or more products made to a high standard.
40% examination

There is one tier for the examination, giving all students an equal opportunity to achieve their full potential.



	Progression and Careers

A Level, HNC, HND or degree course within a school, college or university.  Designer of manufactured items or the built environment, engineer, architect or similar professional career.



GCSE Design & Technology:
Product Design Textiles

Students taking Product Design GCSE will experience a wide range of areas within Design & Technology, including aspects of Food, Textiles, Graphics and Resistant Materials. Students doing this option will focus mainly on Textiles.

	Awarding Body:  AQA
	Specification:  4555

	Head of Department:  Mr. L. Thomas

	Course Outline

Textiles Technology is concerned with the designing and making of items that involve fabric.  During the Textiles Technology GCSE you will have an opportunity to study and work with a range of textiles.  This includes fashion, fashion accessories and work wear; soft furnishings (such as cushions); artistic textile products and methods; industrial textiles (such as ropes and netting used by the army); leisure textiles (such as ski slopes and synthetic turf).  An interest in fashion and design would be an advantage.  This subject compliments Art as there are many cross-curricular links;

Topics covered:

· Designing and modelling, fashion trends and influences on design, fabric properties and finishes, application of colour.
· Industrial production techniques, the use of computers in textile production, aesthetics and ergonomics.

Students will be expected to purchase a Product Design revision guide at reduced cost and will be given a workbook with tasks and practice examination questions free of charge.



	Assessment

60% coursework 
A design and make project including a detailed design folder and one or more products made to a high standard.
40% examination

There is one tier for the examination, giving all students an equal opportunity to achieve their full potential.



	Progression and Careers

A level Product Design/Textiles Technology

London College of Fashion offer a variety of courses post 16 and post 18, modelling, designer, artist,
manufacturing, scientist (manmade fibres require scientific production/development), film/television

costume design, marketing, advertising (fashion magazines, newspapers), retail.




GCSE Drama
	Awarding Body:  AQA
	Specification:  4242

	Head of Department:  Miss. R. McMeel

	Course Outline

This course provides a range of opportunities for students, and is both extremely challenging and fun.  In Year 10 students will develop a range of appropriate practical skills, techniques and conventions.  Short written assignments will enable students to write about their work effectively, using appropriate terms and vocabulary.  During Year 11, students will complete practical coursework assignments and prepare for their written examination, applying the skills they have assimilated during the course.  Units of work throughout the course include: 

	· Spontaneous Improvisation

· The 3-Dimensional Stage

· Developing Mime

· Applying non-naturalistic techniques

· Mood & Atmosphere
	· Creating Physical Characters

· Berkoff’s Theatre

· Promenade Theatre

· Simple Symbolism  

· Reviewing Live Theatre

	An integral part of this course will be the students’ ability to:
· attend visits to see professional productions outside of school time;

· rehearse practical work outside of lesson time;

· perform work in front of an audience.



	Assessment:

60%  Practical Coursework    
This is internally assessed and moderated by AQA.  Students are required to present practical work for two options.  Most students are put forward for the Acting and Improvisation options, although in special circumstances Design options will be considered.  All students will experience both scripted and unscripted work.   For all coursework, students are required to work in a minimum group size of 2.  Assessment is based on the following :

· Process and skills development (15%)

· Final performance or presentation (45%)

40%  Written Examination
This is a 1-hour and 30 minute paper.  Students are required to answer five questions.  The first four questions are compulsory and will be based upon the practical work undertaken during the course.  Students will then select one further question from a choice of two based upon pieces of theatre they have seen during the course.  During the course a number of visits to the theatre will be organised – it is expected that students on the course will attend.



	Progression and Careers

Many students progress onto two year post-16 Performing Arts related courses.  In the job market students might find it is useful to have had experience of Drama.  Careers in such fields as retail, travel and tourism, sales and marketing or any career that involves meeting people face to face, will make good use of the numerous transferable skills developed during this course.




BTEC First Sport

	Awarding Body: Edexcel
	Specification: N/A        Level: 2 Extended Certificate

	Head of Department: Miss. J. Fisher

	Course Content

This is a 2 year vocational course equivalent to 2 GCSE exams of Grade A*-C, for those students who complete the extended certificate, the qualification is worth 4 GCSE passes at grade A*-C.  The course consists of four units studied from the list below:

· Fitness Testing and Training
· Anatomy and Physiology for Sport
· Practical Sport
· Injury in Sport
The students on this course will also have the opportunity to take a variety of “bolt on courses” such as National Governing Body coaching and officiating awards, Emergency First Aid certificates.  It is highly recommended all students on the course will also take the Junior Sports Leaders Award (JSLA) within their core PE lessons, JSLA is recognised as an excellent achievement by employers and Higher Education institutions alike. 

The course is vocational and will therefore require the students to be active in their learning. This will include independent research, assignment completion, excellent attendance, and an interest in the world and business of sport and leisure. Enthusiasm and commitment are required at all times.



	Assessment
A variety of teaching and learning styles are used throughout the course. The marking for the course is done internally, and verified both internally and by an external moderator. The grading is by either pass, merit or distinction. If work is unsatisfactory it will be referred back to the student. There is no exam in this subject


	Progression and Careers

The course can lead to study in the sixth form for a further Level 2 Award worth 4 GCSE grades. Students that gain 5 grade A*-C at GCSE can undertake A level courses or a BTEC Higher National Certificate worth 2 A levels. Some of the career opportunities are in the world of leisure management, sports retail , marketing and sports coaching. 



GCSE French
	Awarding Body:  OCR
	Specification:  J730

	Head of Department:  Ms. H. Wright

	Course Outline

The GCSE language course aims to develop your understanding and communication in the foreign language.  Students should recognise that their linguistic knowledge, understanding and skills help them to take their place in a multilingual global society.  The course aims to provide a basis for further study.

During the course you will cover the following topic areas at either Foundation or Higher level depending on your ability:
· Home and local area

· Health and sport

· Leisure and entertainment

· Travel and the wider world

· Education and work

You will need to acquire a dictionary before the start of the course.


	Assessment

You will be entered for the following examinations:
· 20% Listening examination (Foundation or Higher level)
· 30% Speaking examination (Untiered)
· 20% Reading examination (Foundation or Higher level)
· 30% Writing examination (Untiered)
A candidate entered for the Foundation tier cannot be awarded a grade higher than grade C.



	Progression and Careers

At the end of the GCSE course if you achieve a high grade (A*, A, or B) you will be able to continue your studies in a language at ‘A’ level.

The ability to speak languages is useful in all minds of professions and jobs, especially as more and more opportunities to work will be available throughout the European Union for people from Britain.  Many companies are multinational and employees who speak other languages will always have an advantage over others. Careers in areas such as travel companies, airlines, language teaching and the diplomatic service require knowledge of languages.



GCSE Geography

	Awarding Body:  AQA
	Specification:  3031

	Head of Department:  Miss Fitzgerald

	Course Outline

In years 10 and 11 you will continue to study the natural world and the way that people affect it.  There are 3 main parts to the specification:

1. Physical Geography

You have to choose three of the following to study:

· The Restless Earth

· Rocks, Resources and Scenery

· Challenge of Weather and Climate

· Living World
· Water on the Land
· Ice on the Land
· The Coastal Zone
2. Human Geography

You have to choose three of the following to study:

· Population Change

· Changing urban environments

· Changing rural environments

· The development gap

· Globalisation 

· Tourism

3. The Individual Study

You will have to produce a piece of coursework that you have undertaken by yourself or as part of a group. This is usually carried out during a residential field-week. It is likely that the field week will be in Paris, France. The write up takes place under direct supervision in class.

You will need a good atlas at home for constant reference.

All the coursework above is carried out with map and atlas work, and you will also have to do research in the library and in the field.  You will be taught in a variety of ways, and your teacher will be using videos, computers, modern and very readable books, debates and discussions.



	Assessment

37.5%  Written Examination on Physical Geography

37.5%  Written Examination on Human Geography
25%  Coursework - field work project



	Progression and Careers

Geography is a sound academic subject, and you can use it when you apply for any job, and it is a subject regarded highly in university and college. You can use Geography to help you enter or practice a wide range of careers, such as surveying, farming, banking, estate agency, map-making, town planning, Civil Service, travel and tourism and nature conservancy.  As well as preparing you for future jobs and education, Geography helps you to understand issues in the world around you.



GCSE German
	Awarding Body:  OCR
	Specification:  J731

	Head of Department:  Ms. H. Wright 

	Course Outline

The GCSE language course aims to develop your understanding and communication in the foreign language.  Students should recognise that their linguistic knowledge, understanding and skills help them to take their place in a multilingual global society.  The course aims to provide a basis for further study.

During the course you will cover the following topic areas at either Foundation or Higher level depending on your ability:
· Home and local area

· Health and sport

· Leisure and entertainment

· Travel and the wider world

· Education and work

You will need to acquire a dictionary before the start of the course.


	Assessment

You will be entered for the following examinations

· 20% Listening examination (Foundation or Higher level)
· 30% Speaking examination (Untiered)
· 20% Reading examination (Foundation or Higher level)
· 30% Writing examination (Untiered)
A candidate entered for the Foundation tier cannot be awarded a grade higher than grade C.



	Progression and Careers

At the end of the GCSE course if you achieve a high grade (A*, A, or B) you will be able to continue your studies in a language at ‘A’ level.

The ability to speak languages is useful in all minds of professions and jobs, especially as more and more opportunities to work will be available throughout the European Union for people from Britain.  Many companies are multinational and employees who speak other languages will always have an advantage over others. Careers in areas such as travel companies, airlines, language teaching and the diplomatic service require knowledge of languages.



GCSE History
	Awarding Body:  OCR
	Specification:  J417

	Head of Department:  Mr. C. Laing

	Course Outline

Why study History?  We will continue to develop the skills you have learnt in years 7, 8 and 9.  The aim of studying History is to give you a greater sense of the culture and society you live in today.   The course helps you make judgements and deductions from information; to develop your own ideas coherently through working together in groups; to give you confidence to express your own ideas in front of others.

The topics covered include:

· International Relations 1919 - c.1939: including the reasons why World War 2 started and factors why the League of Nations failed;

· USA 1919-1941: including the growth of the US economy and subsequent problems and the development of US society between the wars, including film, gangsters, prohibition and the changing role of women;
· Depth Study of British History – How British Society changed between 1890 and 1918, looking at how women won the vote and the Home Front during World War I;
· World War I: The role of General Haig and the tactics used during the war.

The topics will be approached in a variety of ways apart from formal classroom teaching, such as drama, compiling historical board games, the study of documentary evidence, personal research from local history data, group work and library work.  ICT is also used.


	Assessment

75 % Written Examination: There are 2 written papers.  You will be entered for the same paper which gives everyone the opportunity to gain the highest grade: A*.

25 % Coursework - Historical Enquiry: This will consist of one written piece.  There will be a field trip in Year 10 to Belgium and Northern France in order to enable students to complete this coursework.


	Progression and Careers

History is a highly respected academic subject, and is well received by employers in all fields. History develops many important skills that are essential for later life. These include being able to:

· Evaluate evidence

· Identify and analyse different interpretations

· Substantiate arguments and judgments

· Understand the significance of different events.

If you wish to continue in education, History will give you the skills needed in law, accountancy, journalism, personnel management, banking, the Civil Service, insurance, the police, social work, local government, librarian, management, teaching, museum work and archaeology.



OCR National ICT
	Awarding Body:  OCR
	Specification:  06325

	Head of Department:  Mr. A. Lambert

	Course outline

The course is made up of diverse units, one is mandatory and the rest are specialist units.  The subjects you will study are:
· ICT Skills for Business - Using different software packages to present information effectively for business.

The other units vary, depending on experience and expertise. So far we have done the units ‘Creating Video’ – Learning how to design, create, edit and test video; ‘Web authoring’ – creating your own website. 

We are also doing the ‘Create a multimedia project’ and ‘Creating sound using ICT’ units.



	Assessment

The course is solely coursework based with no examinations.  All of the coursework is scenario based and graded as ‘pass, merit or distinction’.  The coursework is electronically assessed and marked using the schools ‘E-learning environment’.  Parents and students can log on and see a student’s performance on the course at any time.

Two units are submitted for moderator assessment during early March of year ten and the rest are submitted the following year.
Students have to complete the ‘ICT Skills for Business’ and 2 other units up to a pass level (Equivalent of a grade C at GCSE) in year ten which achieves a ‘First Award in ICT’.   This then allows students to move onto the other units which will achieve the students an ‘Award in ICT’ which is the equivalent of two GCSE certifications in year eleven.



	Progression and Careers

The course follows on effectively from the key stage three ICT programme of study.  Pupils will be able to pursue careers which require self reliant, problem solving and communication skills that they gather from the course.

Qualifications that participants may decide to opt for after completion of the course include:

· GCE ICT

· GCE Applied ICT

· GCE Computing

· BTEC Nationals

· NVQ (IT Users/ ICT Professionals)

· Diploma in ICT



GCSE Music
	Awarding Body:  AQA
	Specification:  4270

	Head of Department:  Miss. R. Saxby

	Course Outline

The Music GCSE course builds on skills taught in KS3 and focuses on composing, performing, listening to and analysing music.  The course provides opportunities for students to develop their knowledge of different styles of music as well as their ability to create their own music using both live instruments and music technology. 

The course focuses on developing an understanding of how sound is organised by exploring the following three strands of music:
· the Western Classical Tradition, including the study of Music for Voices, Chamber music and Orchestral Music;

· Popular Music of the 20th and 21st Centuries, including the study of Blues, popular music of the 1960s, Rock music, R’nB, Hip Hop, Musical theatre and Film Music;

· World Music, including the study of music of the Caribbean, Africa and India.  

For support with the performance element of the course, GCSE students are offered the opportunity to take up private tuition with visiting music tutors during school hours.  Assistance is given to ensure that all GCSE music students have access to instrumental tuition, and currently we have visiting tutors for guitar, bass guitar, keyboard / piano, drums, clarinet and saxophone.  The department’s new ICT suite has software which supports students with the composition and recording elements of the course.


	Assessment

80% Coursework:
· 40% Composing and Appraising Music.  Students will be asked to complete two compositions (which are to be recorded and notated).  One will be based on one of the three strands of music (mentioned above) as chosen by AQA and then be submitted alongside a written appraisal.  One composition will be composed in any style or genre of the student’s choice.

· 40% Performing.  Students are required to submit two performances, one individual performance or through ICT and one as part of a group.  Any instrument can be chosen for these performances, and the pieces are chosen by the student with guidance from teachers and instrumental tutors.

20% Written Examination:
· 20% Listening to and Appraising Music. Students will be required to sit a 1 hour written exam at the end of the course which will test their ability to listen, analyse and recall theoretical information relating to various styles and genres of music learnt about during the course.


	Progression and Careers

The GCSE music course gives students a general introduction into further study of music, such as A level Music or A Level Music Technology. Within music, possible careers include arranging, composing, recording and performing in a wide variety of contexts. The course also provides students with wider reaching skills of analysis, creativity, independent working and co-operation with others. 



GCSE Physical Education

	Awarding Body: Edexcel
	Specification: 2PEO1

	Head of Department: Miss J Fisher

	Course Outline

The aim of this course is it gives students an opportunity to become increasingly competent in a variety of sports through being actively engaged in a range of physical activities.  Students can develop a greater understanding of their bodies and other factors that can have an affect on their sports performance.  This greater understanding can develop and maintain the student’s involvement in physical activity as part of a healthy, active lifestyle.

Theory (40%)

Units 5PE01
This unit has two sections. Section 1.1 Healthy Active Lifestyles, within this section students will study topics including provision for sport, factors affecting sports participation and sports Injuries. In section 1.2 Your healthy, active body students will focus on areas such as the cardiovascular system, the respiratory system and the effects of exercise on the body.  Students will take an exam at the end of year 11.  The exam is worth 40% of their final grade and will consist of multiple choice questions, short answer questions and 2 longer answer questions. 
Practical (50%). 

Units 5PE02

Students are assessed in 4 chosen sports, which will decide over the two years of the course. For one of the four activity choices students are able to be assessed as a coach / leader or official rather than a performer. Students final grade for the practical element of the course will be assessed by an external moderator during year 11.  
Analysis Of Performance (10%)

In addition to practical performances, in each unit students will have to complete a Personal Exercise Plan (PEP) based on one of their four practical sports. This will be completed under controlled conditions with preparation work being complete in class with teacher support. 
In


	Assessment

Theory
40% one hour and 15 minute exam to be completed at the end of Year 11. 
Practical

· 40% of the practical marks are assessed at the end of Year 11 over one assessment programme.

· Analysis of performance (10%) 


	Progression and Careers

Ideal preparation to study: A level Physical Education,  GNVQ Leisure & Tourism, Sports centre assistant/management, Sports trainer, sports coach. 




Certificate in Basic Construction Skills
	Awarding Body: Edexcel – City and Guilds
	Specification: 6218-01

	Location: Oaklands College, Smallford Campus, St. Albans

	Course Outline

This programme aims to give you an introduction to the construction industry and the various trades available for you to gain skills in. Over the course of your programme you will cover:

· Brickwork
· Plastering
· Carpentry and joinery
· Plumbing
· Painting and decorating
· Floor and wall tiling
· Electrical installation



	Assessment

The course is assessed through a number of practical tasks set and assessed in the college.  Job knowledge is assessed by Q & A, short answer papers, work packs and externally set multiple choice online tests.


	Progression and Careers

The skills you develop will enable you to progress to other construction courses.  This programme will help you decide which trade to study.  At Oaklands College these programmes of study are available:
· Foundation Construction Award Brickwork

· Foundation Construction Award Plastering

· Foundation Construction Award Carpentry and Joinery

· Intermediate Construction Award Wall and Floor Tiling

· Electrical Installation Level 1 or 2

· Plumbing Level 1 or 2 




Diploma: Introduction to the
Hair and Beauty Sector
	Awarding Body: Edexcel – City and Guilds
	Specification: Level 1 Diploma

	Location: Oaklands College, Welwyn Garden City Campus

	Course Outline

This programme aims to give you an introduction to the hair and beauty sector.  Over the course of your programme you will cover:

· Health and Safety

· Shampoo and Hair Conditioning

· Skin and Hand Care

· Hair Styling

· Make-up and Face Painting

· Manicure and Nail Art
Students will need a uniform and shoes, as well as a portfolio.


	Assessment

The course is assessed through a number of practical tasks set and assessed in the college.  Job knowledge is assessed by Q & A, short answer papers, work packs and externally set multiple choice online tests.



	Progression and Careers

A pass in this qualification and a satisfactory progression interview with a personal tutor will enable you to study full time or as an apprentice at Level 2.



Year 9 Options Form 2011
	Name:
	Form:

	Core Subjects – all compulsory

	English Language

English Literature

Mathematics
	(
(
(

	RE

PE and Games

PSHE & Citizenship
	(
(
(

	KS4 Science Course – your Science Teacher needs to sign the appropriate box on your behalf

	Environmental and Land Based Science (Agricultural Science)
	

	BTEC First Diploma Applied Science 
	

	GCSE Gateway Core and Additional Science (Double Award)
	

	GCSE Gateway Triple Science (Biology, Chemistry, and Physics)
	

	Option Choices

Select two subjects from each of the three blocks: block A, block B, and block C.

TICK THE APPROPRIATE COLUMN CLEARLY INDICATING

WHICH IS YOUR FIRST AND SECOND CHOICE IN EACH OF THE BLOCKS.

                     

	A
	1st
	2nd
	B
	1st
	2nd
	C
	1st
	2nd

	BTEC First Sport
	
	
	Art & Design
	
	
	Art & Design
	
	

	COPE  [Certificate of

Personal Effectiveness]
	
	
	Business Studies
	
	
	Construction
[Oaklands College]
	
	

	French
	
	
	D&T: Food 
	
	
	Geography 
	
	

	German
	
	
	D&T: Graphics 
	
	
	German 
	
	

	
	D&T: Resistant

          Materials
	
	
	Hair & Beauty

[Oaklands College]
	
	

	
	D&T: Textiles
	
	
	History 
	
	

	
	Drama
	
	
	ICT
	
	

	
	Geography
	
	
	Music
	
	

	
	History
	
	
	PE
	
	

	
	ICT
	
	
	


All students should have discussed their choices with their parents/carers before handing this form in.  Please sign below to confirm this discussion has taken place.

Student:





        
Parent/Carer:




RETURN THIS FORM TO THE OFFICE BY MONDAY 14TH MARCH 2011
�39�
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